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Our Junior Secondary Learning Philosophy 
Benowa State High School is committed to the seamless transition of students from their primary school into 
an engaging and supportive Junior Secondary school classrooms that optimise learning at every opportunity. 

Adolescent learners are experiencing an unmatched period of cognitive, physical, social, emotional change and 
growth. Students are beginning to think more broadly about issues beyond the home and family; they want to 
engage in authentic, meaningful learning in a modern global context. 

We strive to provide a learning environment that is responsive and developmentally appropriate to the full range 
of needs, interests and achievements of young adolescent learners so that they will make a smooth transition 
into Senior Secondary and onto their future pathways. 

Teachers of Junior Secondary are committed to providing learning opportunities that develop a diverse range of 
skills and offer knowledge and experiences in a safe, healthy and caring environment. This learning 
environment will meet the challenges associated with transition between primary and secondary school cultures 
whilst improving student performance. It will allow all students to achieve to their personal best, strengthen 
relationships between teachers, students and parents and teach a curriculum that is rigorous and engaging. 

 

The Guiding Principles of Junior Secondary  
At Benowa State High School our work in Junior Secondary is underpinned by five guiding principles: 

1. Quality Teaching  
2. Student Wellbeing  
3. Distinct Identity  
4. Parent and Community involvement  
5. Leadership 

Quality Teaching 
International literature shows that the most important factor in determining the effectiveness of a school system 
is the quality of the pedagogical practices of teachers every lesson, every day (Barber and Mourshed, 2007; 
Jensen, 2012; Timperley, 2009; Fullan, 2006). 

The school’s approach to teaching and learning is underpinned by the New Art and Science of Teaching 
pedagogical framework and other evidence-based teaching practices to support student learning in reading, 
writing and numeracy. Our teaching reflects a deep belief in deliberate and reflective practices, whereby we 
closely monitor student achievement and map learning experiences, to ensure each student is provided with an 
opportunity to maximise their achievement in all areas of the curriculum, including cross-curricula priorities and 
general capabilities. 

Our teachers in Junior Secondary have both the generic qualities associated with effective teaching and the 
specific attributes relevant to teaching adolescents. This means that teaching practices are responsive to the 
needs of young adolescents along with strong and positive student teacher relationships. This requires an 
understanding of how students develop both academically and socially and a shared understanding of the 
expectations of students across Years 7–9. The importance of a safe and supportive learning environment that 
allows students to take risks and make mistakes in order to develop the academic resilience is needed to be 
successful in the senior phase of learning and beyond. 

High quality staff development is considered to be ‘an important and necessary prerequisite’ for improvement in 
student learning (Guskey and Sparks, 1996). Upper primary teachers and our teachers of Junior Secondary 
work together to share best practice and information about student progress, so that curriculum, pedagogical 
and assessment practices are aligned and student learning is continuous. Strong partnerships have been 
formed with our local schools, including Benowa SS, Ashmore SS, Bellevue SS and Surfers Paradise SS, and 
learning from our transitioning teachers about pedagogical practices suitable for adolescent learners. 
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Student Wellbeing 
Student wellbeing has been defined as ‘a sustainable state characterised by predominantly positive feelings 
and attitude, positive relationships at school, resilience, self-optimisation and a high level of satisfaction with 
learning experiences’ (DEEWR, 2008). It is strongly linked with learning and ‘is enhanced when evidence-
informed practices are adopted by schools in partnership with families and community’ (DEEWR: 9). 

Learning and wellbeing are inextricably linked and we know that students learn best when their wellbeing is 
optimised. At Benowa State High we care about students by first caring about their learning. We know that 
when students feel safe, supported and challenged they are best able to develop into capable and independent 
learners and thinkers. In school as large and complex, it is crucial that students are ‘known’, that they are 
closely tracked and monitored by a team of teachers and leaders to ensure that each student reaches their 
potential. 

The Heads of House, Student Support team, and individual classroom teachers, have led this important work 
with your child. These staff have worked together to develop more meaningful relationships with several key 
staff to develop a greater sense of belonging. These staff are well placed to discuss student learning across 
curriculum areas should the need arise. This model has allowed for a smoother transition from primary settings 
where students often work with a very small number of teachers across a year into Junior Secondary and we 
strive for this to continue throughout Years 7, 8 and 9. 

Distinct Identity 
At the core of this principle is the need for students to have a sense of belonging and connectedness to their 
school. Significant bodies of research identify student alienation and disengagement from school as significant 
factors contributing to underachievement in the middle years. A general conclusion from these studies was that 
improvements in the education of young adolescents could be made by challenging existing structural 
arrangements separating primary and secondary schools and identifying a middle phase of schooling with a 
clear purpose centred around developmental tasks (COGSCO, 2005). 

Parent and Community Involvement 
Masters (2004) identified ‘high levels of parent and community involvement’ as one of the key characteristics of 
an effective school. He suggests that in a good school, parents would take an active role in their children’s 
learning (through discussing, monitoring and supporting) but that their role would also contribute to school goal 
setting and school policy development. At Benowa State High School we encourage parents and carers to be 
involved in their student’s learning. Research shows that these partnerships are vital in maximising learning 
opportunities and outcomes for every student. 

Leadership 
“Students as leaders” (Bell, 2010) suggests that introducing leadership concepts to adolescents, and giving 
them the language of leadership, empowers them, enabling them to become more aware of their suitability for 
leadership roles in the future. Truss (2006, p11) offers the following definition of student leadership: Leadership 
pertains to getting students to be of service to others, while teaching them to effectively influence and motivate 
others. This can be successfully accomplished when students work in inclusionary groups or teams that create 
and take advantage of opportunities to act as servant leaders. Truss (2006) identifies two key elements as 
being critical to any meaningful student leadership program: it is service-based and it trains students and gives 
them skills that will affect their lives beyond the immediate school environment.  In Year 7, 8 and 9 
opportunities will continue to be involved in leadership through a range of formal and informal leadership 
opportunities. 

Learning in Junior Secondary 
Benowa State High School places the highest value on learning. We believe that all people can learn. Each 
individual has special qualities, interests and character to be nurtured and developed. We provide learning 
experiences in all aspects of life. Young people will experience learning that is rigorous, future-focused, 
enterprising and transferable to the range of situations they will encounter. We believe that young people learn 
best when they have structure as well as space and time to foster creativity – time to think and grow. This 
teaching comes to life through excellent relationships between learner and teacher. We think that learning 
should be inspirational, challenging and fun. 
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We are committed to personal excellence and expect each person to strive for their best and consistently work 
hard. We believe in setting high standards and providing quality support to help people reach those standards 
and experience success. The school provides an extensive range of high-quality opportunities and experiences 
so our students maximise their potential. Excellence for students and teachers means they take charge of their 
own learning, work collaboratively and engage in robust feedback to remain at the cutting edge of their 
studies/profession. 

Teaching, Learning and Curriculum Principles 
Our shared vision for Teaching, Learning, Curriculum and Assessment at Benowa State High is informed by 
these common principles: 

 Everyone can learn at high levels 
 Every Student, Every Lesson, Every Day counts 
 Different people learn in different ways 
 Teachers and students aspire to the highest academic standards 
 Teachers and students are creative and dynamic users of technology 

Classrooms at Benowa State High are characterised by: 
 Energy, enthusiasm and a love of learning. 
 Productive and supportive relationships between teachers and students. 
 A variety of learning modes. 
 Structured opportunities for students to think both independently and interdependently. 
 Students persisting with complex problems and striving for accuracy. 
 The deliberate inclusion of higher-order thinking skills. 

Curriculum at Benowa State High is characterised by: 
 A clear alignment to the requirements of the Australian curriculum, including the general capabilities 
 Regular opportunities for students to excel. 
 An appropriate degree of challenge and complexity for each individual. 

 A developmental approach to thinking and practical skills, processes and conceptual understanding. 
 Strong emphasis on deep understanding and an ability to apply understanding to unfamiliar situations. 
 Discerning and ethical use of technology to locate, filter and use information, collaborate with others 
and design innovative solutions and products. 

 Clear connections to the world beyond the school. 

Assessment at Benowa State High: 
 Is measured against clearly-stated criteria published by the Queensland Curriculum & Assessment 
Authority and Australian Curriculum, Assessment & Reporting Authority. 

 Is supported by appropriate preparation activities and support materials. 
 Requires students to problem-solve, analyse, synthesise and evaluate, in addition to locating, 
classifying or recalling information. 

 Provides sufficient opportunities for every student to achieve to their potential. 
 Is followed by time for students to reflect on their learning and receive feedback on their progress. 
 Is academically honest. 

Homework 
Homework is mandated by the Queensland Government. It provides students with opportunities to consolidate 
their classroom learning, pattern behaviour for lifelong learning beyond the classroom, and involve family 
members in their learning. The setting of homework considers the need for students to have a balanced 
lifestyle. This includes sufficient time for family, sport, culture, recreation and part-time employment where 
appropriate.  

There are two types of homework in Junior Secondary: 

• set homework - this is day to day work or assignments usually due in after a certain period of time. 
Homework is not necessarily set every night. 

• unset homework - this is work completed each night to revise work done in class and/or to study in 
preparation for some form of assessment. 
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Unset homework may include: 

• Reading – 30 minutes or more of sustained reading for pleasure. The purpose is to support your reading 
fluency, vocabulary, spelling, grammar, punctuation and writing. 

• Vocabulary, spelling, writing – log in to Word Flyers. 
• Review class notes – reviewing and summarising notes into your own words is important for your learning. 

Take notes as you need and note any questions that you may have.  Note any words you do not know the 
meaning of.  You should then look up at the meaning of these words. 

• Repeat mathematics exercises – Repetition is essential to learning mathematics. It is ok to repeat the 
maths exercises that were completed during the day.  Additionally, you can log in to Maths online programs 
(Maths Space, My Maths online) 

• Language Perfect is available to support the learning of languages.  It is recommended that students spend 
10-15 minutes per night completing the tasks.  Students can also complete any work not completed in 
class. 
 

Time Management is essential if you are to plan your homework, study, assignments, sport and leisure and 
paid work commitments. 

This may mean that some nights a great deal of homework and study has to be done, eg. 3 hours in order that 
the next night may be almost free of homework so sport and leisure activities can fit in. 

If you have work experience or paid work commitments, then expert use of your planner is imperative to ensure 
assignment deadlines are met. 

Use this as a guide: 

• Years 7, 8 and 9 - homework, study etc. 5 hours per week (1 hour per school day). 
• Homework should be  

• of a high standard 
• set out correctly and neatly 
• checked by parents regularly 

Organisation 
Have a regular routine and time for study. Be organised; plan your study timetable carefully. If you want to see 
a favourite television show, then plan ahead and work around it. Work out what has to be done and by when, 
then pace yourself accordingly. 

Variety 
Do not spend too long on any one subject or any one type of activity. Practice. 
 
• writing down key ideas and facts from memory 
• questioning yourself 
• taking notes as you need 
• summarising things in your own words 
• listing formulae or meanings of words  

 
Ask others to hear work that you have learned. The techniques will help you remember. 

Concentration 
Keep your mind on what you are doing. Avoid day dreaming. Question yourself on what you have just read 
before going on to the next page. 
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Understanding 
“Parrot fashion” learning is of no use unless you understand what you have learnt. If you do not understand a 
section of work after carefully reading and thinking about it, ask your teacher for assistance. 

Revision 
It is important to revise a new piece of work within 24 hours. If necessary re-learn that work before going on. 
Well prepared summaries using plenty of space and a minimum of words can be of great assistance in revision. 
Revise your summaries at regular intervals. This will save you having to restudy the topic in detail. 

Ask for Help 
Your teachers will help you to develop the skills necessary to master their subject. Don’t be afraid to ask your 
teacher for help. 

Homework Club 
Students seeking additional support also have access to Homework Club. Homework Club operates two 
afternoons (Monday and Thursday) per week from 3-4pm in the Collaboration Centre. 
 

The Benowa State High Curriculum 
Benowa State High School offers a diverse range of subjects that can be studied in Years 7 to 12. This is in 
part a function of our size, but also a product of our commitment to meeting the learning needs of a diverse 
student population with different strengths, areas of interest and future aspirations. 

Learning Areas 
There are eight Learning Areas around which our Year 7-9 Curriculum is structured, based on the Australian 
Curriculum – English, Mathematics, Science, History, Health & Physical Education, The Arts, Languages & 
Technologies. 

Year 9 Curriculum Information 
The curriculum at this stage of development emphasises activities allowing students to experience things 
beyond their immediate surroundings and community. 

Adolescent learners are required to ask more developed and focused questions as well as investigate a variety 
of issues. They are also encouraged to participate in situations and problems that relate to real life, work with 
their local community and use resources outside of their school. 

In addition, the curriculum assists students as they explore and identify possible pathways for their future 
learning, and teaches them the skills required for further studies. 

The curriculum that Benowa school students learn is developed through close consultation with the senior 
syllabi provided by the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) so that students are learning 
necessary skills at the right stages in their school life. 

Our Year 9 program is made up of five (5) CORE subjects and three (3) ELECTIVE subjects: (Exceptions 
apply in French Immersion, STEM, Sports Excellence, Music Excellence and Dance Excellence). 

• CORE Subjects include: English, Science, Maths, and History – each for 210 mins per week. In addition 
students will study Health & Physical Education for 105 minutes per week 

• ELECTIVE subjects will be offered on a 1-year basis (105 mins per week for two Semesters). This will allow 
most students to develop in-depth skills and knowledge in three elective areas. Due to class numbers 
students are expected to remain in these subjects for the entire year 

• Students in most specialist programs will have one elective choice only. Current specialist programs 
include: French Immersion, STEM, Sports Excellence, Music Excellence and Dance Excellence. Students 
in Waldorf classes will have two electives 
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Core Learning Areas 

English  Mathematics 
 English 
 Adjusted Program English 
 Access English (SEP) 

 Mathematics 
 Extension Mathematics 
 Adjusted Program Mathematics 
 Access Mathematics (SEP) 

Studies of Society & Environment Science 
 History 
 Geography 
 Adjusted Program History / Geography 
 Access History / Geography (SEP) 

 Science 
 Adjusted Program Science 
 Extension Science 

(Compulsory Elective for STEM students) 

Health & Physical Education  

 Health and Physical Education  

Electives Learning Areas 

The Arts Business 
 Dance 
 Music 
 Drama 
 Art 

 Business Enterprise Education 
 

Hospitality Languages 
 Food Studies  Italian 

 Japanese 
 Spanish 
 French – (continuing French Immersion Students) 

Industrial Technology and Design  
 Practical Woodwork 
 Industrial Technology & Design 
 Graphics 

 

 

Course Plans 
• Elective programs are chosen by students and parents. Class teachers sometimes make recommendations 
• Once a path of study is chosen it may be altered only after negotiation if the change is in the best interest of 

the student and only within the first two weeks of Semester One and Semester Two 
• Parents need to initiate request for change by writing a note to be brought to Administration by the student 
• Once classes have begun for the Semester, it may not be possible to accommodate all requests if an 

elective class is at capacity 
• Request for changes from classes within a Core Learning Area are to be submitted in writing to the Head of 

Department.  It may not be possible to accommodate requests if a Core Learning Area class is at capacity. 
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Advice on Subject Selection 
Your time in Junior Secondary affords you the opportunity to “try out” some subjects to see if you enjoy them 
and if further study of these subjects is a possibility in your future years at Benowa SHS. In order to maximise 
performance and enable you to reach your goals you should study subjects in which you are interested and 
have done well in. 

In Year 9, you are beginning to see your future as an adult. You are experiencing a profound period of 
cognitive, physical, social and emotional change and growth. Parents and teachers often become less 
important role models to you, while peers become more important. 

Added responsibility and expectation can be a time of adventure, learning for your growth. It can also be a time 
of fear, loss of confidence and insecurity. The rites of passage from childhood to adulthood are becoming more 
blurred, as adolescents mature physically at younger ages. 

At this stage you should have a growing interest in your future career pathways. You are increasingly aware of 
the world outside school. For some of you this means preparation for work or work-specific training, and for 
others it means preparation for post-compulsory schooling. 

To make the best study choices in Year 9 it is important you think about what you like, what you are good at 
and what is important to you.   

Our advice is: 

Choose your elective subjects according to the following: 

• Subjects you enjoy. 
• Subjects in which you do well, e.g. gain the highest marks. 

 
Do not choose subjects because: 

• ‘Your friend is taking that subject’. In a school of this size there are usually several classes in a subject, so 
even if you are doing the same subjects as your friend, you won’t necessarily be in the same class. 

• ‘You do/don’t like the teacher’. There is no guarantee that you will have any particular teacher. 
• ‘Someone told you that the subject is fun’. It may enjoyable for someone but not necessarily for you. Make 

up your own mind. 
• ‘Someone told you that the subject is boring’. See previous point. 
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Core Learning Areas 
English (ENG) 
Years 7-9 English courses are aligned to the Australian National Curriculum. Content in Years 7-9 English 
involves three interrelated strands: 

• Language: knowing about the English language 
• Literature: understanding, appreciating, responding to, analysing and creating literary texts 
• Literacy: expanding the repertoire of English usage. 

 

Students will study, analyse, explore, create and transform a variety of texts such as: 

• Literary texts: novels, drama, poetry 
• Mass-media texts: film and television, advertising, emerging forms of media 
• Non-fiction texts: articles, blogs, speeches, images 

Formative and summative assessment is designed across three sub-strands:  

Speaking and listening 
• Formal speeches 
• Imaginative presentations 
• Spontaneous discussion 

Reading and viewing 
• Examinations 
• Assignments 
• Analytical discussions 

Writing and shaping 
• Examinations 
• Assignments 

 
Assessment tasks cover a range of genres, including but not limited to: essays, narratives, monologues, 
speeches and discussions. These are written for a range of purposes and audiences, where students can 
demonstrate their understanding of how purpose, audience and context can affect language choices within a 
genre. Years 7-9 English courses follow a ‘spiral’ curriculum design, where students revisit similar assessment 
types with more challenging texts, concepts and conditions. 
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Year 7 English Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Do you see what I see?  
Short Literary and Non-
Literary Texts 

• Analysis of representations of a 
particular focus/theme within a 
range of short texts 

• Analytical writing 
• Argument construction 
• Persuasive writing 

1. Analytical Written Folio (300 
words) 

2. Persuasive Written Exam 
(300-400 words) 

The Narrative and 
Literature 
Novel Study 

• Novel study 
• Character and narrative analysis 
• Imaginative and creative writing 

3. Imaginative Written Folio (400-
500 words total) 

The Lives of Others 
Literature Study 

• Analysis of short stories and 
narratives 

• Persuasive speaking and writing 

4. Persuasive Speech (2-3 
minutes) 

It’s Personal 
Poetry Study 

• Analysis of poetry 
• Creative writing 
• Creating poetry from stimulus 

5. Imaginative Poem and 
Analytical Rationale (400-500 
words total) 

Investigating Narratives 
Novel Study 

• Novel study 
• Character and narrative analysis 
• Analytical writing 
• Argument construction 
• Discussion-based analysis of texts 

6. Informative Eagle & Wolf 
Panel Discussion (2-3 minutes 
per student on panel) 

7. Analytical Essay or Collection 
of Arguments (300-400 words) 

 

Year 8 English Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

What Matters 
Persuasive Speaking and 
Writing 

• Exploration of the topic ‘What 
Matters’ through literary and non-
literary textual analysis 

• Persuasive speaking and writing 
• Evaluation of the validity of texts 
• Persuading through analysis 

1. Persuasive Speech (2-3 
minutes) 

2. Analytical essay (300-600 
words) 
 

Telling Tales 
Creative Writing in the Style 
Of… 

• Creative writing 
• Narrative construction 
• Analysis of short stories and stimulus 

texts 
• Creation of own narratives based on 

a specific genre or inspiring author 

3. Imaginative Written Exam 
(400-700 words total) 

Resilience 
Post-Apocalyptic or Western 
Fiction 

• Novel and genre study 
• Character and narrative analysis 
• Analytical writing 
• Argument construction 
• Discussion-based analysis of texts 
•  

4. Informative Eagle & Wolf 
Panel Discussion (2-3 
minutes per student on 
panel) 

5. Analytical Essay (300-600 
words) 

Sounds, Shapes and 
Words 
Novel Study 

• Novel study 
• Character and narrative analysis 
• Analytical writing 
• Argument construction 
• Creative writing 

6. Imaginative and Persuasive 
Folio (700-800 words total) 
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Year 9 English Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Media Madness 
Short Literary and Non-
Literary Texts 

• Analysis of representations of a 
particular focus/theme within a range 
of short texts, including specific 
comparison and contrast 

• Analytical writing 
• Argument construction 
• Imaginative writing – original narratives 

1. Analytical Written Folio 
(400-600 words) 

2. Imaginative Written Exam 
(400-500 words) 

Other Worlds 
Novel Study 

• Novel study, including theme, narrative 
and character analysis 

• Analytical writing 
• Argument construction 
• Discussion-based analysis of texts 

3. Informative Eagle & Wolf 
Panel Discussion (3-5 
minutes per student on 
panel) 

4. Analytical Essay (400-600 
words) 

Environmental Poetry 
Poetry Analysis 

• Analysis of a range of poems related to 
the theme of the environment 

• Analytical writing 
• Argument and essay construction 
• Exam skills 
• Responding to unseen texts 

5. Analytical Written Exam 
(400-500 words) 

Fantastic Films 
Persuasive Analysis 

• Examining representations of 
groups/identities/concepts within film 

• Evaluating the validity of 
representations 

• Positioning readers to agree with 
interpretations 

• Justifying viewpoints 

6. Persuasive Written 
Assignment (400-600 
words) 

Worlds Apart 
Play Study 

• Play study 
• Character and narrative analysis 
• Imaginative writing 
• Monologue genre 
• Aesthetic feature and symbolism 

analysis and construction 
• Speaking techniques 

7. Imaginative Spoken 
Assignment – Character 
monologue (3-4 minutes) 
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SOSE - Studies of Society & Environment (HUM) 
Years 7-9 Studies of Society & Environment classes are aligned to the Australian National Curriculum.  

The humanities and social sciences are the study of human behaviour and interaction in social, cultural, 
environmental, economic and political contexts. The humanities and social sciences have a historical and 
contemporary focus, from personal to global contexts, and consider challenges for the future. 

Through studying Humanities and Social Sciences, students will develop the ability to question, think critically, 
solve problems, communicate effectively, make decisions and adapt to change. Thinking about and responding 
to issues requires an understanding of the key historical, geographical, political, economic and societal factors 
involved, and how these different factors interrelate. 

The Humanities and Social Science subjects in the Australian Curriculum provide a broad understanding of the 
world in which we live, and how people can participate as active and informed citizens with high-level skills 
needed for the 21st century.  

Content in Years 7-9 Studies of Society & Environment involves the compulsory study of: 

• History: Dimension sub-strands: Historical knowledge and understanding and Historical skills 
• Geography: Dimension sub-strands: Geographical knowledge and understanding and Geographical 

skills 
 

Assessment tasks in History:  

• Short response to historical sources exams   
• Extended response to historical sources exam 
• Research Assignment – Independent source investigation 
• Multi-modal presentations  
• Written folio 

  
Assessment tasks in Geography:  

• Combined response exams   
• Research Assignment – Written report 
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Year 7 SOSE Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 
History Unit 1: 
Overview of the Ancient World 
& Investigating the Ancient 
Past  
 

• The range of sources that can be 
used in an historical investigation, 
including archaeological and written 
sources (ACDSEH029) 

• Methods and sources used to 
investigate at least ONE historical 
controversy or mystery that has 
challenged historians or 
archaeologists, such as in the 
analysis of unidentified human 
remains (ACDSEH030) 

 
1. EXAM - Short Response to 

Historical Sources 
 

2. Written Folio 

History Unit 2: 
Depth Study 
The Mediterranean World - 
Egypt 

• Roles of key groups in ancient 
Egyptian society (such as the 
nobility, bureaucracy, women, 
slaves), including the influence of 
law and religion (ACDSEH032) 

• The role of a significant individual in 
ancient Egyptian history such as 
Hatshepsut or Ramses II 
(ACDSEH129) 

3. Multi-Modal Research 
Presentation 

Geography Unit 1: 
Place and Liveability 
 

• Factors that influence the decisions 
people make about where to live 
and their perceptions of the 
liveability of places (ACHGK043) 

4. Combined Response Exam 

Geography Unit 2: 
Water and the World 
 
 

• The way that flows of water 
connects places as it moves 
through the environment and the 
way this affects places (ACHGK038) 

5. Investigation - Written 
Assignment  
(Data Report) 
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Year 8 SOSE Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

History Unit 1: 
Expanding Contacts: The Spanish 
Conquest of the Americas (c.1492-
1572) 
 

• The nature of the interaction 
between the Spanish and the 
indigenous populations, with 
a particular focus on the 
Aztecs (ACDSEH074) 

1. EXAM - Short Response to 
Historical Sources 

History Unit 2: 
Asia - Pacific World: Japan Under 
the Shoguns (c.794-1868) 
 

• Theories about the decline of 
the Shogunate, including 
modernisation and 
westernisation, through the 
adoption of Western arms 
and technology 
(ACDSEH065) 

2. EXAM - Extended Written 
Response to Historical 
Evidence 

History Unit 3: 
The Western and Islamic World: 
Medieval Europe (c.590-1500) 
 

• The way of life in Medieval 
Europe (social, cultural, 
economic and political 
features) and the roles and 
relationships of different 
groups in society 
(ACDSEH008) 

3. Assignment - Independent 
Source Investigation 
 

Geography Unit 1: 
Changing Nations  

• Students will examine 
reasons for, and effects of, 
internal migration in both 
Australia and China 
(ACHGK056) 

4. Research and Data Collection 
Assignment 

 

Geography Unit 2: 
Landforms and Landscapes 

• Introduction to geography 
and geomorphology through 
the evaluation of sources for 
their reliability and usefulness 

• Different types of landscapes 
and their distinctive landform 
features (ACHGK048) 

5. Combined Response Exam 
 
6. Extended Response to 

Stimulus Exam 
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Year 9 SOSE Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Geography Unit 1: 
Biomes and Food Security 

• Distribution and characteristics of 
biomes as regions with distinctive 
climates, soils, vegetation and 
productivity (ACHGK060) 

• Human alteration of biomes to 
produce food, industrial materials 
and fibres, and the use of 
systems thinking to analyse the 
environmental effects of these 
alterations (ACHGK061) 

1. Combined Response 
Exam 

History Unit 1: 
Making a Better World: Industrial 
Revolution (1750-1914) 
 

• The nature and significance of 
the Industrial Revolution and how 
it affected living and working 
conditions, including within 
Australia (ACOKFH016) 

• The experiences of men, women 
and children during the Industrial 
Revolution, and their changing 
way of life (ACDSEH081) 

2. EXAM - Short Response 
to Historical Sources 

 

History Unit 2: 
Australia and Asia: China and the 
World (1750-1918) 

• Investigating the significance of 
Britain's and China's relationship 
(1750-1918) 

• Change and continuity in the 
Asian society during this period, 
including any effects of contact 
(intended and unintended) with 
European power(s) 
(ACDSEH094) 

3. EXAM - Extended Written 
Response to Historical 
Sources 

History Unit 3: 
World War I (1914-1918) 

• Students will investigate key 
aspects of World War 1 and the 
Australian experience of the war, 
including the nature and 
significance of the war in world 
and Australian history 

4. Independent Source 
Investigation - Research 
Assignment 

History Unit 4: 
World War II (1939-1945) 

• This includes a study of the 
causes, events, outcome and 
broader impact of the conflict as 
an episode in world history, and 
the nature of Australia's 
involvement 

5. Exam - Short Response 
to Historical Sources 
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Mathematics (MAT) 
Benowa Mathematics follows the National Curriculum which focuses on five areas of learning. Statistics, 
Integers (Number), Geometry, Measurement and Algebra. This Maths course has been designed to be both 
challenging and to enable all students engaging to reach their potential in each of the learning areas. 

Mathematics at Benowa aims to develop students thinking and reasoning skill by providing the foundations that 
connect concepts with their application to real life examples. 

All classes cover all components of the program; more advanced students cover the learning outcomes at an 
accelerated rate allowing them to cover additional topics relating to algebra, trigonometry and problem solving. 
Students are also able to participate in national and international competitions that are offered throughout the 
year. Students that require additional support are identified and given both formal and informal support where 
required. 

Our aim is to challenge and develop mathematical thinking and problem-solving processes with an inquisitive 
and positive outlook, creative initiative, persistence, cooperative effort and enjoyment. 

Academic rigor ranges from the well-rehearsed to totally unfamiliar and open-ended challenges. 

The Mathematics department has a range of computer software that is available for developing, consolidating 
and reinforcing concepts as well as for use in completing assignments. Scientific calculators are used 
routinely as an aid to calculation rather than as a substitute for mental effort. 

Every 5 weeks students will have their understanding of concepts evaluated. This assessment may be in the 
form of exams, assignments, or teacher review. Twenty to thirty minutes of homework is required each night. 

Content and Assessment in this subject may change due to the implementation and changes of the National 
Curriculum. 

 
Year 7 Mathematics Course Overview 

Term 1 Focus Assessment 

Positive Integers  
 

• Check their understanding: 
Adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing 
positive integers 

• Order of operations 
• Adding and subtracting 
• Multiplication and division combined 

1. Exam – no 
calculator 
(held at End of 
Term) 

Decimals  • Place Value 
• Comparing decimals 
• Adding and subtracting decimals 
• Multiplying and dividing decimals 
• Converting decimals to fractions and fractions to 

decimals 

Fractions  • Expressing fractions 
• Fractions on a number line 
• Comparing fractions 
• Adding and subtracting fractions 
• Multiplying and dividing fractions 
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Term 2 Focus Assessment 

Patterns and Algebra, 
Linear Non Linear 
relationships 

• Generating algebraic rules to determine patterns 
• Developing mathematical models 
• Solve simple linear equations 
• Plotting points on Cartesian plane 
• Analysing graphs on a Cartesian plane 
• Connecting fractions, decimals and percentages 

 

Real numbers and 
Chance 

• Connecting fractions, decimals and percentages 
• Calculation percentages of quantities 
• Representing ratios 
• Investigating equivalent ratios 
• Simplifying ratios 
• Calculating probabilities using sample space 
• Exploring sample spaces 
• Investigating theoretical and experimental 

probabilities 
• Revision 

 
2. Assessment  – 

Calculator allowed 
(held at End of Term) 

Term 3 Focus Assessment 

Real numbers • Expressing one quantity as a fraction of another 
• Create and evaluate algebraic expressions 
• Multiplying, dividing and rounding decimals 
• Multiplying decimals using written strategies 
• Financial decisions based on unit pricing 
• Introduce fraction work 
• Multiplying fractions 
• Dividing fractions 
• Add & Subtract mixed numbers unrelated 

denominators 
• Solving problems by selecting and using 

appropriate operations with fractions 
• Solving problems involving ratio 
• Write large numbers using powers of ten 

3. Start Eat Easy 
Assignment (Week 1) 

 
 
4. Assessment 

assignment catering 
and budgeting 
(Week 6) 

 
 
5. Exam – No 

Calculator 
(held at End of Term) 

Term 4 Focus Assessment 

Geometry 
 

• Identifying transversals on parallel lines 
• Identifying and applying properties of 

corresponding angles 
• Alternate and co-interior angles 
• Axes of symmetry 
• Translations 
• Reflections 
• Rotations and combined transformations 
• Review reinforce extend Data and angles 
• Transforming reflecting translating on a 

Cartesian plane 
 
6. Exam - Calculator 

allowed (held at End 
of Term) Data • Classifying data 

• Displaying data in tables 
• Measures of central tendencies and spread  
• Representing data graphically focus stem and 

leaf plots 
• Comparing Data 
• Interpreting graphs 
• Revision 
• Numeracy and Literacy 
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Year 8 Mathematics Course Overview 

Term 1 Focus Assessment 
Whole Numbers • Place Value 

• Estimation 
• Mental Arithmetic 
• Adding and Subtracting Whole Numbers 
• Multiplying and Dividing Whole Numbers 
• Order of Operations (BOMDAS, BODMAS or 

PEDMAS) 

1. Exam (held at 
End of Term) 

Time and Mass • Time Calculations 
• 24 hour Clock 
• Time Zones and Flight Schedules 
• Mass 

Fractions • Meaning of Fractions 
• Understanding common fractions 
• Simplifying common fractions 
• Improper Fractions and Mixed Numbers 
• Adding and Subtracting Fractions 
• Multiplying Fractions 
• Dividing Fractions 
• Mixed Operations with Fractions 
• Introduction to ratios, simplifying and equivalent ratios 

Length • Units of length 
• Converting units of length 
• Perimeter 
• Circumference 
• Revision 

 NAPLAN Preparation  

Term 2 Focus Assessment 

Directed numbers • Integers on the Number Line 
• Integers on the Number Plane 
• Adding Integers 
• Subtracting Integers 
• Multiplication of Integers 
• Dividing Integers 
• Combined Operations with Integers 

2. Exam (held at 
End of Term) 

 
3. Assignment: 

Investigation of 
the Length of 
our Right Foot 
(Week 10) 

Patterns and 
Functions 

• Number Patterns 
• Geometric Patterns 
• Graphing number patterns and placing patterns in 

tables 
• Writing and finding formulas 
• Using formulas 
• Problems solving using algebra 

Data • Collecting and Classifying Data 
• Displaying data in tables 
• Understanding graphical displays 
• Displaying data as graphs 
• Histograms and Frequency Polygons  
• Summary Statistics – Mean, Median, Mode, Range 
• Revision 
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Term 3 Focus Assessment 

Decimals and Fractions • Place Value 
• Comparing Decimals 
• Rounding 
• Adding and Subtracting Decimals 
• Multiplying Decimals 
• Dividing Decimals 
• Converting Decimals to Fractions 

 
4. Exam (held at 

End of Term) 
 
 

5. Assignment 
Investigation of 
π (Week 10) 

Patterns and Functions • Converting Fractions to Decimals 
• Percentages 
• Terms, expressions and equations 
• Simplifying expressions 
• Multiplying and Dividing pronumerals 
• Indices 
• Expanding and Simplifying 
• Factorising 

Angles • Measuring and Constructing angles 
• Classifying and Naming Angles 
• Parallel Lines 
• Angle Relationships 
• Triangles  
• Quadrilaterals and Polygons 

Area • Units of Area and Conversions 
• Area 
• Area of Circle 
• Area of Composite Shapes 

Term 4 Focus Assessment 

Measurement • Revision of Area 
• Volume 
• Capacity 
• Nets 
• Surface Area 

6. Exam (held at 
End of Term) 
 
 
 

7. Assignment – 
Designer Boxes 
(Week 8) 

Equivalence and Equations • Inverse Operations 
• Building up Expressions 
• Solving equations using backtracking 
• Checking Solutions 
• Keeping equations balanced 
• Doing the same on both sides 

Probability • Solving word problems 
• Language of Chance 
• Sample Space 
• Experimental Probability 
• Simple Probability 
• Two-way Tables and Tree Diagrams 
• Venn Diagrams 

 

 • Revision 
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Year 9 Mathematics Course Overview 

Term 1 Focus Assessment 

Basic Skills • Decimals  
• Rounding 
• Addition and Subtraction of Fractions 
• Multiplication / Division of Fractions 
• Multiplying Decimal Fractions 
• Dividing Decimal Fractions 
• Order of Operations 
• Estimation 

 

Financial Maths • Algebra - Expanding (one bracket only) 
• Percentages 
• Discount 
• Profit and Loss 
• Simple Interest 

 

Ratios and Rates 
 

• Ratios 
• Simplifying Ratios 
• Direct Proportion 
• Comparing Ratios 
• Dividing in a Given Ratio 
• Speed 

 

Indices 
Scale and Bearings 

• Scale 
• Bearings 
• Powers and Bases 
• Multiplication and Division 
• Zero Index 
• Square and Cube Roots 

 

 • Revision 1. Test (held at End of Term) 

Term 2 Focus Assessment 
Statistics • Histogram and Frequency Polygons 

• Stemplots (not back-to-back) 
• Mean, Median and Mode 
• Range and Interquartile Range 
• Boxplots 
• Scientific Notation Review from Yr 8 
• Very Small & Very Large Time Scales 

 

 • NAPLAN Revision  

Pythagoras • Pythagoras’ Theorem 
• Composite Shapes 

 

Trigonometry • The Sine and Cosine Ratio  
• The Tangent Ratio 

 

Probability • Experimental Probability  
• Theoretical Probability 
• Tree and Grid Diagram for 2 events 

 

 • Revision 2. Test (held at End of Term) 



21 
 

Term 3 Focus Assessment 

Linear Functions • Plotting Co-ordinates and Linear Graphs 
• Gradient and y-intercept 
• Sketching Linear Graphs 
• Equations of Lines using Gradient &  
      Y-intercept 
• Midpoint Formula 
• Distance Between Two Points 

 

Measurement, Perimeter 
and Area 

• Conversion of Units 
• Perimeter and Circumference 
• Area of Parallelogram 
• Area of Trapezium 
• Area of Circles and Part Circles  
• Area of Composite Shapes 

 

Algebra • Factorising (simple) 
• Factorising using difference of two 

squares rule 
• Solving Equations 
• Equations with Variables on both sides 
• Equations with Brackets 

 

 • Revision 
 

3. Test (held at End of Term) 
4. Assignment - Scale Drawing 

(Weeks 9 & 10) 

Term 4 Focus Assessment 

Surface Area and 
Volume 

• Surface Areas 
• Surface Areas of Cylinders 
• Volume  
• Capacity 

 

Algebra & Functions  • Problem Solving 
• Quadratic Functions 

 

Geometry • Angle Review 
• Exterior Angle of a Triangle 
• Angles and Parallel Lines 
• Congruent Figures 
• Similar Figures 

 

 • Revision 5. Test (held at End of Term) 

 • Worksheets 
• End of Year Program 
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Science (SCI) 
Junior Secondary Sciences - Year 7 to 9 
Science provides an empirical way of answering interesting and important questions about the biological, 
physical, chemical and technological world. The knowledge it produces has proved to be a reliable basis for 
action in our personal, social and economic lives. Science is a dynamic, collaborative and creative human 
endeavour arising from our desire to make sense of our world through exploring the unknown, investigating 
universal mysteries, making predictions and solving problems. Science aims to understand a large number of 
observations in terms of a much smaller number of broad principles. Science knowledge is contestable and is 
revised, refined and extended as new evidence arises. 

The Australian Curriculum: Science provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of 
important science concepts and processes, the practices used to develop scientific knowledge, of science’s 
contribution to ourculture and society, and its applications in our lives. The curriculum supports students to 
develop the scientific knowledge, understandings and skills to make informed decisions about local, national 
and global issues and to participate, if they so wish, in science related careers.  

In addition to its practical applications, learning science is a valuable pursuit in its own right. Students can 
experience the joy of scientific discovery and nurture their natural curiosity about the world around them. In 
doing this, they develop critical and creative thinking skills and challenge themselves to identify questions and 
draw evidence based conclusions using scientific methods. The wider benefits of this ‘scientific literacy’ are well 
established, giving students the capability to investigate the natural world and impacts made to it through 
human activity. 

The ability to think and act in scientific ways helps build the broader suite of capabilities in students as 
confident, self-motivated and active members of our society. 

To cater for all student needs and abilities, Benowa State High School offers The Australian Curriculum for 
Science in the junior secondary years (Year 7, 8, 9 and 10): 

Mainstream Sciences: The content of the Australian Curriculum for Sciences is delivered in its original format 
from Year 7 to Year 10. 

Extension Sciences: The content of the Australian Curriculum for Sciences is condensed allowing students to 
be exposed to extension content during the remaining three weeks each term. 

STEM Excellence - The content of the Australian Curriculum for Sciences is explored much further and 
students are exposed to more advanced and challenging Science content and concepts. The core and extra 
contents are blended throughout each term from Year 7 to Year 9. 

Reporting: All students in Mainstream Sciences, Extension Sciences and STEM Excellence classes are 
reported on the core content of the Australian Curriculum for Sciences. Achievements in the Extension content 
are reported separately in a student assessment folio.   

Pathways: Students who achieve a B overall grade in Year 9 Science, English and Mathematics will be eligible 
to enrol in Foundation Biology, Chemistry, Marine Science, Physics, and/or Psychology in Year 10.  All other 
students will be enrolled in Year 10 Mainstream Science. 

Pre-requisites: Students wishing to join a Science Extension class in Year 8 or Year 9 must have received an 
A overall grade for Sciences for two consecutive terms. Eligibility for Science Extension classes is determined 
based on academic achievement, effort and behaviour, and is subject to availability of places in the extension 
classes. Students wishing to join a STEM Excellence class must attend the Benowa SHS Entrance Exam in 
Year 6 and satisfy all the STEM Excellence pre-requisites.  

  



23 
 

Year 7 Mainstream Science Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment* 

Term 1 
Unit 1 – Space 
 
 
Unit 2 – Natural Resource Water 
 

• Earth, moon, sun in space, rotations 
and orbits, eclipses, tides, solar 
phenomena, solar storms 

• Seasons, agriculture, marine and 
terrestrial resources management 
 

 
Exam – Unit 1 
Research Task 
 

Term 2  
Unit 3 – Lab Safety 
 
Unit 4 – Separating mixtures 
 

• Mixtures, solutions, pure substances, 
separation techniques, filtration 
systems 

• Water cycle, water consumption, water 
treatment, water footprint 

 
Student Experiment – Unit 4 
 

Term 3  
Unit 5 – Classifications 
 
Unit 6 – Feeding relationships 
 
 

• Characteristics, conventions, 
dichotomous keys, classification 

• Feeding relationships, food chain, food 
webs, human activity, resources 
management 

 
Exam – Unit 5 
 
Exam – Unit 6 

Term 4  
Unit 7 – Forces 
 

• Forces and motion, balances and 
unbalanced, gravity, mass, weight, 
friction, fair testing 

• Forces and simple machines, balloon 
powered vehicle, levers, pulley, 
transport systems, vehicle safety 

 
Student experiment – Unit 7 
 

*Subject to changes and modifications 
 

Year 8 Mainstream and Extension Science Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment* 

Term 1  
Unit 1 – Chemistry 
 
 
 
 

• Particle model, matter properties, 
chemical changes, material 
effectiveness, traditional use 

• Differences between elements, 
compounds and mixtures, physical and 
chemical change, periodic table of 
elements, physical and chemical 
properties, fair test 

 
Student experiment – Unit 1 
 
 

Extension Unit 1 – Chemistry 
isn’t magic 
 

• Patterns in atomic structure, properties 
of elements, organisation of periodic 
table, electron arrangement, ions, 
predicting chemical reactions, 
balancing chemical equations, 
evolution of atomic model 

Term 2 - Biology 
Unit 2 – Cells and reproduction 
 
 
 
 

• Cells as basic units of living things, 
microscopy, unicellular and multicellular 
organisms, cell structures, plant and 
animal cell, structure and function 

 
Exam – Unit 2 
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Extension Unit 2 - Life 
blueprints 
 

• Heredity, DNA, genes, alleles, heritable 
traits, mitosis and meiosis, genetic 
variety, inheritance, sex-linked, Punnett 
squares, pedigree 

Term 3 
Unit 3 – Body Systems 

• System of human body, reproductive 
system, organs, and systems in 
animals and plants, reproductive 
strategies, survival 

 
Exam – Unit 3 

Unit 4 – Geology 
 
 
 

• Types of rocks and minerals, properties 
of soil, weathering of rocks, soil 
degradation, timescales, igneous, 
metamorphic and sedimentary rocks, 
rock cycles, properties of minerals, 
suitability 

• Rocks and minerals, properties of soil, 
weathering of rocks, soil degradation 

 
Exam – Unit 4 
 

Extension Unit 3 – Global 
Systems 
 

• Earth and four dynamic spheres, 
lithosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere, 
biosphere, matter cycles, carbon 
cycles, water cycle, carbon emissions, 
carbon storage  
 

Term 4  
Unit 5 – Physics 
 
 

• Forms of energy, potential energy, 
predictions and fair tests, safety 
guidelines, kinetic energy, heat energy, 
energy transfer, energy flow 

• Energy transfers and transformations, 
simple systems, factors affecting 
energy transfers and transformations, 
renewable and non-renewable energy 
resources, photovoltaic technology 

 
Student Experiment – Unit 5 
 

Extension Unit 4 – Changes in 
motion and energy 
 

• Impact of forces and energy on motion 
of objects, Law of Conservation of 
Energy, collisions, vehicle safety 

*Subject to changes and modifications 
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Year 9 Mainstream & Extension Science Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment* 

Term 1 
Unit 1 - Physics 
 
 
 

• Energy transfers in different mediums, 
particle model, heat flow, electrical 
energy 

• Wave-based models of energy transfer, 
sound, light, motion and mediums, 
musical instruments 

 
Student experiment – Unit 1 
 
 

Extension Unit 5 – Moving 
along 
 

• Newton’s three laws of motion, effect of 
forces on motion, uncertainty, 
experimental methods 

 

Term 2  
Unit 2 – Biology 
 
 
 
 

• Human body systems, coordination of 
systems, response to environment 
changes, diseases, vaccination 

 
Exam – Unit 2 
 
Research task – Unit 2 

Extension Unit 6 – Life 
evolves 
 

• Genetics and inheritance, ancestral 
species, Darwin’s theory, natural 
selection, theory of evolution, 
evolutionary evidences 

Term 3  
Unit 3 – Chemistry 
 
 
 
 
 

• Atoms and subatomic particles, 
protons, neutrons and electrons, 
isotopes, radioactive decay, half-life, 
applications 

• Chemical reactions, living and non-
living systems, chemical change during 
chemical reactions, acids, 
conservations of chemicals 

 
Exam – Unit 3 
 

Extension Unit 7 – Chemical 
reactions matter 
 

• Rate of chemical reactions, types of 
reactions, applications 
 

Term 4  
Unit 4 – Ecology 
 
 
 
Unit 5 – Geology 
 
 
 

• Concepts of changes within an 
ecosystem, biological systems, external 
changes, impacts on populations, flow 
of matter and energy in ecosystems  

• Theory of plate tectonics, geological 
processes, tectonic plates movement, 
earthquakes, tsunamis, volcanoes, safe 
buildings 

 
Research task – Unit 5 
 
Exam – Unit 5 
 

Extension Unit 8 –
Understanding the universe 
 

• Galaxies, stars and solar systems, Big 
Bang Theory, space research spinoffs 

*Subject to changes and modifications 
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Year 7 STEM Science Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment* 
Term 1 – Chemistry 
7 – C2C Unit 1 
7 – C2C Unit 2 
8 – C2C Unit 1 
8 – C2C Unit 2 
9 – C2C Unit 3 
9 – C2C Unit 7  

• Separating mixtures 
• Chemistry of common substances 
• Particle matter 
• Chemistry of common substances 
• It’s elementary 
• Chemical patterns 

 
1. Student experiment 
2. Student investigation  

Term 2 – Physics 
7 – C2C Unit 3 
7 – C2C Unit 4 

• Moving right along: exploring 
• Moving right along: applications 

 
3. Student Presentation 
4. End Term Exam 

Term 3 – Earth & Space 
Science 
7 – C2C Unit 5 
7 – C2C Unit 6 
10 – C2C Unit 8 

• Heavenly Bodies 
• Sensational seasons 
• Understanding the universe 

 
5. Student experiment 
6. End Term Exam 
 

Term 4 – Biology 
7 – C2C Unit 7 
7 – C2C Unit 8 
9 – C2C Unit 6 

• Organising organisms 
• Affecting organism 
• Responding to change 

 
7. End of Term Exam  

*Subject to changes and modifications 
 
 

Year 8 STEM Science Course Overview 
Unit Focus Assessment* 

Term 1 – Chemistry 
8 – C2C Unit 1 
8 – C2C Unit 2 
9 – C2C Unit 3 
9 – C2C Unit 7 
10 – C2C Unit 3 

• Particle matter 
• Chemistry of common substances 
• It’s elementary 
• Chemical patterns 
• Chemistry isn’t magic 

 
1. Student experiment 
 
 

Term 2 – Geology 
8 – C2C Unit 3 
8 – C2C Unit 4 
9 – C2C Unit 4 
10 – C2C Unit 8 

• Rocks never die 
• Rock my world 
• Changing earth 
• Understanding the universe 

 
2. End Term Exam 
 

Term 3 – Physics 
8 – C2C Unit 5 
8 – C2C Unit 6 
9 – C2C Unit 1 
9 – C2C Unit 2 

• Energy in my life 
• What’s up? 
• Energy on the move 
• Making waves 

 
3. Student experiment 

 
 

Term 4 – Biology 
8 – C2C Unit 7 
8 – C2C Unit 8 
9 – C2C Unit 5 

• Building blocks of life 
• Survival 
• My life in balance 

4. End Term Exam 
 

*Subject to changes and modifications 
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Year 9 STEM Science Course Overview 
In Year 9, STEM students benefit from double the amount of time allocated to Science each week (7h) and 
learn two different Science strands in parallel. 

Unit Focus Assessment* 

Science strand 1 - Biology 
9 – C2C Unit 5 
9 – C2C Unit 6 
10 - Unit 1 
10 - Unit 2 
 
Senior - Unit 1 
Senior - Unit 3 
 
Senior - Unit 4 
 

• My life in balance 
• Responding to change 
• Life blueprints 
• Life evolves 

 
• Cells and multicellular organisms 
• Biodiversity and the interconnectedness 

of life 
• Heredity and the continuity of life 

 
Student experiment 
End Term Exam 
 

Science strand 2 – 
Chemistry 
9 – C2C Unit 3 
9 – C2C Unit 7 
9 – C2C Unit 8 
10 - Unit 3 
10 - Unit 4 
 
Senior - Unit 1 
Senior - Unit 4 
 

 
• It’s elementary 
• Chemical patterns 
• Heat and eat 
• Chemistry isn’t magic 
• Chemical reactions matter 

 
• Chemical fundamentals 
• Structure, synthesis and design of 

chemical compounds 

 
Student Investigation 
End Term Exam  

Science strand 3 – Physics 
9 – C2C Unit 1 
9 – C2C Unit 2  
10 - Unit 5 
10 - Unit 6 
 
Senior – Unit 2 

 
• Energy on the move 
• Making waves 
• Moving along 
• Changes in motion and energy 
 
• Waves and linear motion 

 
Student investigation 
End Term Exam  
 

Science strand 4 -  
Earth & Space Science 
9 – C2C Unit 4 

 
 
• Changing earth 

 
Student experiment 

*Subject to changes and modifications 
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Health & Physical Education (HPE) 
Core Health and Physical Education 

Creating pathways for life through health and physical activity.  

The Year 7-9 course is aligned to the Australian National Curriculum. Content is divided into two strands and 
then organised into sub strands: 

Personal, Social and Community Health 
• Being healthy, safe and active 
• Communicating and interacting for health and wellbeing 
• Contributing to healthy and active communities 

 
Movement and Physical Activity  

• Moving our body 
• Understanding movement 
• Learning through movement 

 

The program is centred around the creation of healthy citizens through highlighting the importance of life-long 
health, wellness and physical activity both now and in the future. We will educate across the breadth of the 
components of health and provide life-long skills and knowledge to promote a lifestyle which includes regular 
exercise and an appreciation between well-being and one’s ability to be a productive, happy citizen of the 
world. 

Generally the students will participate in 105 minutes of lessons per week and these will be  a combination of 
Physical Activity and Classroom lessons. 

The aim of the physical activity lessons is to involve all students in worthwhile fitness enhancing pursuits while 
also having fun and developing skills which can be applied in a variety of games, sports and athletic events. 
Physical lessons are assessed on both skills, strategies and meaningful participation.  

The activities in which students will be involved include Track and Field, Basketball, Touch Football, Tennis, 
Soccer, Netball, Soft-Cross, AFL, and Baseball/Softball and modified games. Depending on timetabling, some 
classes will be able to have indoor lessons in the Sports Hall in Futsal, Volleyball and Badminton. 

Classroom topics focus on both content and skills, particularly those academic skills that will be needed as they 
progress through to the senior phase.  

Assessment 
A variety of assessment techniques are used so that students have every opportunity to show their best 
performance in both practical and theoretical units of work. The program is designed so that students are able 
to re-visit assessment types in preparation for the senior phase.  

Uniform 
For all practical lessons, students are required to wear full and correct Sports Uniform as detailed in the School 
Prospectus. PLEASE NOTE THAT SOFT, LOW-CUT CANVAS SPORTS SHOES ARE NOT ALLOWED. 
Sunscreen is provided for outdoor lessons upon request. Students are required to wear personal sun safe 
items in the form of the Benowa school hat with sunglasses being optional. 
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Year 7 HPE Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Theory Unit 1 - 
PERMA+  

Communicating and interacting for health and 
wellbeing 
• Evaluate health information and communicate 

their own and other's health concerns  
ACPPS076  

Contributing to healthy and active communities  
• Plan and use health practices, behaviours 

and resources to enhance health, safety and 
wellbeing of their communities ACPPS077  

Being healthy, safe and active  
• Practice and apply strategies to seek help for 

themselves or others ACPPS072 
 

Multi Modal  

Theory Unit 2 – 
Food and Nutrition 

Being healthy, safe and active  
• Investigate and select strategies to promote 

health, safety and wellbeing ACPPS073 

Multi Modal 
Students collect and analyse 
their own diet. They will submit 
a written paragraph and a 
persuasive speech about their 
personal eating habits  

Theory Unit 3 – 
Generations 

Communicate and interacting for health and 
wellbeing  

• Investigate the benefits of relationships and 
examine their impact on their own and 
others health and wellbeing ACPPS074 

Being healthy, safe and active  
• Evaluate strategies to manage personal, 

physical and social changes that occur as 
they grow older ACPPS071 

Presentation- Powerpoint 
Students present information 
gathered during interview of a 
family member or friend from 
an older generation to 
investigate changes they have 
gone through in the areas of 
personal, physical and social.   

Theory Unit 4 – 
Human Body 

Being healthy, safe and active 
• Investigate and select strategies to promote 

health, safety and wellbeing(ACPPS073) 
• Develop skills to evaluate health information 

and express health concerns (ACPPS076) 
• Contributing to healthy and active communities 
• Plan and use health practices, behaviours and 

resources to enhance the health, safety and 
wellbeing of their communities (ACPPS077) 

Exam - Mixed Response  
Students examined on their 
knowledge of bones and 
muscles and how to 
prevent/treat injuries   
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Year 8 HPE Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Theory Unit 
1 – Sleep 

Being healthy, safe and active  
• Investigate and select strategies to promote 

health, safety and wellbeing ACPPS073 

Exam 
Students will use mind maps, Cornell 
Notes and personal sleep diary to write 
2 paragraphs that:  
1.Identifies two key reasons why sleep 
is important for teenagers (support with 
primary and secondary evidence) 
2.Implement a sleep ‘tweak’ into their 
life for one week (keep a sleep log) 
and reflect on the impacts it had or 
could have (in the long term) on sleep 
and wellness. Use sleep logs for 
primary evidence. 

Theory Unit 
2 – Health 
Benefits of 
Physical 
Activity 

Contributing to healthy and active communities 
• Plan and implement strategies for 

connecting to natural and built 
environments to promote the health and 
wellbeing of their communities ACPPS078 

Mixed Response 
Students;  
1. Write a proposed Personal Fitness 
Plan in response to fitness test data.  
2. Suggest natural and built 
environments that might promote 
health and wellbeing within the local 
community  
.  
 

Theory Unit 
3 – Cyber 
Safety  

Being healthy, safe and active 
• Evaluate strategies to manage personal, 

physical and social changes that occur as 
they grow older (ACPPS071) 

• Investigate and select strategies to 
promote health, safety and wellbeing 
(ACPPS073) 

• Investigate the benefits of relationships 
and examine their impact on their own and 
others’ health and wellbeing ACPPS074 

Multimodal 
Students address and range of issues 
relation to Cyber Safety in teenagers 
and propose some solutions to 
maximise safety when interacting in 
the cyber world. 

Theory Unit 
4 – 
Indigenous 
and World 
Games  
 

Communicating and interacting for health and 
wellbeing  
• Analyse factors that influence emotions, 

and develop strategies to demonstrate 
empathy and sensitivity ACPPS075 

Being healthy, safe and active  
• Investigate the impact of transition and 

change on identities ACPPS070  
Contributing to healthy and active communities  
• Investigate the benefits to individuals and 

communities of valuing diversity and 
promoting inclusivity ACPPS079 physical 
activities (ACPMP086) 

• Modify rules and scoring systems to allow for 
fair play, safety and inclusive participation 

Practical Performance 
Students investigate a range of 
Indigenous and World Games and 
participate in them.  
Students then select one indigenous or 
world game to present (as a group) to 
the rest of the class, which they play. 
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Year 9 HPE Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Theory Unit 1 – 
My 
Relationship 
with Movement  
 

Communicating and interacting for health and wellbeing 
• Critically analyse and apply health information from a 

range of sources to health decisions and situations 
ACPPS095  

Contributing to healthy and active communities 
• Plan, implement and critique strategies to enhance 

health, safety and wellbeing of their communities 
ACPPS096  

Being healthy, safe and active 
• Propose, practise and evaluate responses in 

situations where external influences may impact on 
their ability to make healthy and safe choices 
ACPPS092 

Exam 
Written Response to unseen 
stimulus about how one’s 
wellbeing can be impacted 
upon by exercise.  

Theory Unit 2 – 
Alcohol and 
other Drugs 

Contributing to healthy and active communities 
• Critique behaviours and contextual factors that 

influence health and wellbeing of diverse 
communities ACPPS098  

Being healthy, safe and active 
• Propose, practise and evaluate responses in 

situations where external influences may impact on 
their ability to make healthy and safe choices 
ACPPS092  

Being healthy, safe and active 
• Examine the impact of changes and transitions on 

relationships ACPPS090 

Exam 
Essay responding to 
statement “Rates of Binge 
Drinking in teenagers is 
increasing” 

Theory Unit 3 – 
Relationships  

Design, implement and evaluate personalised plans for 
improving or maintaining their own and others’ physical 
activity and fitness levels (ACPMP102) 
Being healthy, safe and active 
• Evaluate factors that shape identities and critically 

analyse how individuals impact the identities of 
others ACPPS089  
 

Communicating and interacting for health and wellbeing 
• Investigate how empathy and ethical decision making 

contribute to respectful relationships ACPPS093  
• Evaluate situations and propose appropriate 

emotional responses and then reflect on possible 
outcomes of different responses ACPPS094  

Case Study Exam 
Students use prepared notes 
to respond to a scenario 
about teenage relationships 

Theory Unit 4 - 
Mindfulness  

Contributing to healthy and active communities 
• Plan and evaluate new and creative interventions 

that promote their own and others’ connection to 
community and natural and built environments 
ACPPS097 

Multimodal  
Students complete a PPT 
and a persuasive speech to 
create a health campaign to 
promote mindfulness to other 
teens. They will focus on the 
What, Why and How 
mindfulness is relevant in 
teenagers’ lives.  
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Elective Programs 
Selection of Year 9 elective subjects is generally not critical with respect to career or post-secondary course 
options as specific requirements for a particular career may be achieved through post-Year 10 courses at TAFE 
or private colleges. Care needs to be taken so that each student receives the best and most enjoyable 
education possible. 

How to Choose Year 9 Electives 
Consider the following: 

• Which introductory subjects did you enjoy in Year 8? 
• How well did you achieve in these subjects? 
• Do any of the subjects offered for the first time in Year 9 appeal to you? 
• Do you need any particular subject for future tertiary courses? 

 

Need More Help? 
You may need more information about the subjects themselves, or about the requirements for particular 
careers, or you may have this information but still cannot decide what subjects to take. If so, seek help now 
rather than regret a bad decision later. 

Make an appointment with the Guidance Officer. 

Elective Descriptions 
The Arts 
The Arts Department at Benowa State High School is an integrated department that offers studies in Art, 
Dance, Drama and Music. Students have the opportunity to study units in each of these areas. 
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Dance (DAN) 
Course Overview 
Dance is an important human activity through which students can capture and express ideas, learn about other 
cultures, develop self-confidence, improve social skills, enhance physical wellbeing and develop an 
appreciation of other artistic forms. 

You should choose this subject if you have an interest in expressing your ideas about the world, you have a 
passion for dancing or you want to improve your fitness and flexibility. 

Types of Assessment in Dance 

• Choreography: Creating movements to convey themes interpret music and visually entertain. 
• Performance: Development of technical and expressive dance skills. 
• Appreciation: Viewing, analysing, discussing and writing about dance. 

 
Requirements: A USB; A laptop; black dance pants and black singlet. 

Prerequisite Subjects: Nil    This subject forms part of the foundation for Senior Dance. 

Excursions: Students are provided with opportunities to view live performances and work with professional 
artists at times throughout the year. 

Performances: Students are given opportunities to take part in live performances throughout the year, 
culminating with Dance Night in October. 

Possible Career Pathways: Dancer, Entertainer, Teacher, Childcare Worker, Pre School Teacher, 
Choreographer, Events Management, Lecturer, Researcher, Writer, Arts Lawyer, Presenter, Agent, Journalist, 
Editor, Hospitality Industry, Fitness Trainer, Yoga Instructor, Physiotherapist, Naturopath, Medical 
Rehabilitation, Sports Psychology. 

Year 9 Dance Course Overview 

Term 1 - Unit Focus Assessment 

Sporty Steps 
 

• Inspired by the movement of Sport this 
unit explores the human need to dance 
and express ourselves. 

1. Choreography in pairs (sport 
as inspiration for movement) 

2. Hip Hop performance 

Term 2 - Unit • Focus Assessment 

Social Dance 
 

• Dance from across the globe influences 
everyone. A loot at where it began and 
where we are going. 

3. Social Dance Performance 
Medley 

4. Social Dance Brochure 

Term 3 - Unit • Focus Assessment 

Contemporary 
 

• Dance to develop meaning and emotion 
in the contemporary style. 

5. Performance – Teacher 
Devised 

6. Choreography Lyrical piece 
using Song Lyrics 

Term 4 - Unit • Focus Assessment 

Musical Theatre 
 

• Exploration of dance in musical theatre, 
from Singing in the Rain to High School 
Musical. 

7. Performance Teacher 
Devised 

8. Appreciation folio of Musical 
Theatre selection 
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Dance Excellence (DAX) 
Course Overview 
Dance involves using the human body to express ideas. In Dance Excellence students develop Performance 
skills in a range of styles including Hip Hop, Jazz, Contemporary and Musical Theatre. They also have many 
opportunities to create choreography and analyse the effectiveness of professional works. In this course it is 
also important to be self- motivated, the life skills of collaboration, cooperation, resilience, organisation and 
confidence are enhanced and developed. 

Requirements: Knee length Black Leggings; Dance Excellence T Shirt; Black jazz shoes; Laptop; USB 

Prerequisite Subjects: Entry into class is from Year 7 and 8 Dance Excellence. When room exists new 
students will be taken after completing a successful audition. 

Excursions: Students will be provided with opportunities to view live performances and participate in 
workshops and choreography development activities with professional Dancers. 

Performances: Student are given opportunities to participate in live performances throughout the year, 
culminating in Dance Directions at the end of the year. 

Possible Career Pathways: Dancer, Entertainer, Teacher, Childcare worker, Pre School Teacher, 
Choreographer, Events Management, Lecturer, Researcher, Writer, Arts Lawyer, Presenter, Agent, Journalist, 
Editor, Hospitality Industry, Fitness Trainer, Yoga instructor, Physiotherapist, Naturopath, Sports Psychologist. 

Year 7 Dance Excellence Course Overview 

Term 1 - Unit Focus Assessment 

The Ultimate Performer 
 

• Exploration of performance skills 
and techniques in all artistic dance 
styles. 

1. Performance Jazz 
2. Performance Hip Hop 
3. Choreography 
4. Appreciation Exam 

Term 2 - Unit Focus Assessment 

Creative Choreography 
 

• All the tools, tricks and basics of 
choreography.  

• How to entertain and influence an 
audience. 

5. Performance Contemporary 
6. Choreography (Lyrical) 
7. Written Appreciation 

Term 3 - Unit Focus Assessment 

Latin Fever 
Social Dance 
 

• Salsa, Rhumba, Bachata and Cha 
Cha. A trip to Cuba and South 
America through dance. 

8. Performance – Social Dance 
Medley 

9. Written Appreciation – seminar 
social history 

Term 4 - Unit Focus Assessment 

Challenging Perceptions 
 

• What is dance? 
• What is art? 
• How to frame ourselves and 

performers and creatives 

10. Written Appreciation – Here We Go 
11. Choreography 

Post Modern Workshops 
12. Dance Night performance 
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Year 8 Dance Excellence Course Overview 

Term 1  Focus Assessment 

World of Dance 
 

• The functions of dance around 
the world.  

• Hip hop 
• Jazz 
• Ballet 

1. Performance Jazz 
2. Performance Hip Hop 
3. Choreography 
4. Written Test – Dance 

Elements 
 

Term 2 Focus Assessment 

Jigsaw Pieces 
 

• How do we take all the rules of 
choreography and make a 
dance? 

5. Performance Contemporary 
6. Choreography Contemporary 

(Theme and Stimulus) 
7. Written Appreciation 

Term 3 Focus Assessment 

Lights Cameras Action 
 

• The Just Dance phenomenon 
unpacked and a new creative 
touch put on it Benowa style 

8. Popular Dance Performance 
9. Just Dance Choreography 
10. Proposal and creative 

reflection booklet. 

Term 4 Focus Assessment 
Dance Careers 
 

• Where to from here? 
• Looking at careers in dance and 

how to prepare for the future. 

11. Performance 
12. Choreography 
13. Resume 

 
 

Year 9 Dance Excellence Course Overview 

Term 1  Focus Assessment 

New Moves 
 

• The latest Hip Hop moves and how 
to create meaning and characters for 
Hip Hop choreography 

1. Written Responding Task 

Term 2  Focus Assessment 

Innovation and Influence 
 

• The major influences of 
contemporary dance and what they 
mean for modern movement 

2. Written Responding Task 

Term 3 Focus Assessment 

All That Jazz 
 

• A chance to create a new vision for a 
piece of musical theatre.  

• Reinvent and revitalise 

3. Written Responding Task 

Term 4 Focus Assessment 

Poetry in Motion 
 

• Opportunities to choreograph a large 
group and explore challenging 
performances. 

4. Final choreographic 
statement or performance 
review 
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Music (MUS) 
Course Overview 
Music is a subject which enables students to develop personally in many ways. It can provide an expressive 
outlet, and a way of getting to know others. Students will find music a most enjoyable subject that assists in 
balancing their school course. 

You should choose this subject if you have an interest in expressing your ideas about the world, love 
performing and/or composing music and you have a passion for music. Students will encounter music in a 
variety of ways and have the opportunity to play and sing music of all types, to create their own compositions 
and to learn to listen to music and to understand a variety of musical styles. 

Types of Assessment in Music 

• Performing: Students communicate to audiences through playing, singing and conducting of music, in 
solo and ensemble situations. 

• Composing: Students combine musical elements to create music that is in a specific context and/or 
genre. 

• Listening: Students listen, analyse, discuss and write about music. 
 

Requirements: A USB. 

Prerequisite Subjects: Year 8 Music (French Immersion) OR ability to play a musical instrument is preferable 
but not essential. 

Excursions: Students are provided with opportunities to view live performances throughout the year. 

Performances: Students are given opportunities to take part in live performances throughout the year. 

Possible Career Pathways: Solo Performer, Concert Manager, Composer, Music Publisher, Screen composer, 
Studio Manager, Music Teacher, Record Producer, Recording Engineer, Music Copyist, Studio Teacher, 
Musicology, Orchestra Musician, Tour Operator, Instrument production-repair, Ethnomusicology, Teacher, 
Childcare, Tour Manager, Backstage Crew, Event Management, Sound or Lighting Engineer, Radio Presenter, 
Programmer, Television Production Team, TV Presenter, Journalist, Music Director. 
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Year 7 Music Excellence Course Overview 

Term 1 Focus Assessment 
Rhythm … and Melody 
 

• Making and responding to 
music while exploring the 
way music is designed 

1. Percussion ensemble performance 
2. Percussion ensemble composition 
3. Solo performance 
4. Musicianship exam 
5. Responding exam 

Term 2  Focus Assessment 

Timbre Time 
 

• Understanding how version 
of pieces change the 
interpretation of lyrics 

6. Solo performance 
7. Analysis exam 
8. Ensemble performance 
9. Musicianship exam 

Term 3  Focus Assessment 
Children’s Music 
 

• Learning about composition 
through the study of 
children’s music From 
Baroque to The Wiggles 

10. Keyboard performance 
11. Guitar performance 
12. Composition folio 
13. Solo performance 
14. Musicianship exam 

Term 4  Focus Assessment 
Music Rebels 
 

• Looking at composers 
through time who challenge 
compositional norms. 

14. Analysis exam 
15. Musicianship exam 
16. Song profile 

 

Year 8 Music Excellence Course Overview 

Term 1  Focus Assessment 

Heroes and Villains • Representations in art, film and 
musical theatre 

1. Ensemble performance 
2. Arrangement 
3. Solo performance 
4. Musicianship exam 
5. Responding exam 

Term 2  Focus Assessment 

Around the World in 30 Days • Travel from the depth of the 
Amazon to the mountains of 
Nepal in this fabulous musical 
journey adventure 

6. Analysis exam 
7. Musicianship exam 
8. Concert 

Term 3  Focus Assessment 

Pop!  
 

• Popular music from the 1950s 
to now 

• Revolutions of each decade  

9. Ensemble performance 
10. Solo performance 
11. Musicianship Exam 
12. VLOG 

Term 4 Focus Assessment 

Music Storytelling • Looking at programmatic music 13. Folk song arrangement 
14. Solo performance 
15. Musicianship exam 
16. Analysis exam 
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Music Excellence (MUX) 
Course Overview 
Music is a subject which enables students to develop personally in many ways. It can provide an expressive 
outlet, and a way of getting to know others. Students will find music a most enjoyable subject that assists in 
balancing their school course. 

You should choose this subject if you have an interest in expressing your ideas about the world, love 
performing and/or composing music and you have a passion for music. Students will encounter music in a 
variety of ways and have the opportunity to play and sing music of all types, to create their own compositions 
and to learn to listen to music and to understand a variety of musical styles. 

Types of Assessment in Music Excellence 

Performing: Students communicate to audiences through playing, singing and conducting of music, in solo and 
ensemble situations. 

Composing: Students combine musical elements to create music that is in a specific context and/or genre. 

Listening: Students listen, analyse, discuss and write about music. 

Requirements:  A USB. 

Prerequisite Subjects: Year 8 Music Excellence is the prerequisite subject for Year 9 Music Excellence but 
this may be waived upon the completion of a performance audition. 

This subject forms part of the foundation for Senior Authority Music. 

Excursions: Students are provided with opportunities to view live performances throughout the year. 

Performances: Students are given opportunities to take part in live performances throughout the year. 

Possible Career Pathways: Solo Performer, Concert Manager, Composer, Music Publisher, Screen composer, 
Studio Manager, Music Teacher, Record Producer, Recording Engineer, Music Copyist, Studio Teacher, 
Musicology, Orchestra Musician, Tour Operator, Instrument production-repair, Ethnomusicology, Teacher, 
Childcare, Tour Manager, Backstage Crew, Event Management, Sound or Lighting Engineer, Radio Presenter, 
Programmer, Television Production Team, TV Presenter, Journalist, Music Director. 
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Year 9 Music Excellence Course Overview 

Term 1 - Unit Focus Assessment 

Macabre Masterpieces 1 • Introduction to the amazing musical 
world of good and evil in all its 
depictions 

1. Arrangement – Composition 
2. Solo Performance 
3. Musicianship Exam 
4. Analysis Exam 

Term 2 - Unit Focus Assessment 

Macabre Masterpieces • Macabre Masterpieces 2 is an 
analysis-based unit where the 
colourful music studied depicts 
stories of witches, goblins, trolls, 
werewolves, vampires and ghosts 

5. Ensemble Performance 
6. Solo Performance 
7. Analysis Exam 
8. Musicianship Exam 

Term 3 - Unit Focus Assessment 

Hooks, Loops and Riffs • The study of the significance of 
creating your own sound 

9. Ensemble Performance 
10. PodCast - VLog 
11. Solo Performance 
12. Musicianship Exam 

Term 4 - Unit Focus Assessment 

The New Inventors • Music of the 20th and 21st 
Centuries 

13. Solo Performance 
14. Comp?? Folio 
15. Analysis Exam 
16. Musicianship Exam 
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Drama (DRA) 
Course Overview 
Drama is one of the oldest art forms known. It has its origin in the impulse to imitate, symbolise and ritualise 
experiences in an attempt to understand and control them. Drama provides a medium for exploration, social 
criticism, celebration and entertainment. It enables students to define and shape their own identity within social 
and cultural contexts. 
You should choose Drama if you enjoy working in groups, working actively and creatively, expressing ideas 
through voice and movement or writing and designing. 

Requirements: USB; Black Drama Pants. 
 
Prerequisite Subjects: Nil 
This is a foundation subject for the Senior Authority Drama Subject. 

Excursions: Students are provided with opportunities to view live performances throughout the year. 
 
Performances: Students are given opportunities to take part in live performances throughout the year during 
several Drama Nights. 

Possible Career Pathways: Actor, Director, Events Management, Teacher, Researcher, Television Presenter, 
Lawyer, Arts Writer, Tourism, Public Speaking, Politics, Marketing, Advertising, Journalist, Agent, Presenter, 
Dramaturge, Lighting and Sound Designer, Theatre Technician, Artist, Playwright, Screenwriter, Lecturer, 
Events Management, Editor, Producer, Educator. 

Year 7 Drama Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Elements of Drama 
 

• Exploring the building blocks 
of drama through games 
and practical activities 

1. Written Journal 
2. Practical Workshops & 

Improvisations 

So You Want To Write A Script 
 

• Elements and principles of 
script writing and how to 
engage an audience. 

3. Written – Script 
4. Practical – Presentation of 

Group Revised Script 

 
 

Year 8 Drama Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Get on Board 
 

• Improvisation skills, drama 
games and performance 
opportunities 

1. Improvisation – Forming 
2. Journal – Forming 

A Perilous Pilgrimage 
 

• Working as a group on a 
scripted performance 

3. Responding – Analysis 
4. Presenting – Group 

Performance 
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Year 9 Drama Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Laughing All The Way 
(Clowning) 
 

• Clowning and Comedy 1. Presenting – Improvisation 
2. Responding Exam 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Visiting A Familiar Place 
(Lady MacBeth) 

• Collage Drama 
 

3. Presenting – Performing 
4. Forming – Prompt Book 

Unit Focus Assessment 
Voyage to A New World (Ritual) • Ritual Drama 5. Forming Folio 

6. Responding – Review 
7. Presenting – Performance 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Returning Home (Burnt) • Australian Drama 8. Presenting – Performance 
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Art (ART) 
Course Overview 
Art is a visual imagery that expresses ideas, emotions and the real world using a variety of media. Part of art is 
looking at artists from the past as well as the present. 

You should choose this subject if you like to express your ideas in a variety of art media and learning the 
appropriate techniques to do this. 

Types of Assessment in Art 
Responding and Reflecting 
The written tasks reinforce research into practical areas studying both traditional and contemporary art. 

Creating and Presenting 
Students make images and objects to express personal responses to researched ideas.  

Knowledge and Understanding 
Showing an understanding of art practices in producing art works, researching and writing about art. 

Requirements: Exercise Book; Coloured pencils; 2B and 6B pencils; Eraser; Glue stick.  

Prerequisite Subjects: Nil 

This subject forms part of the foundation for Senior Authority Visual Art and Applied Art subjects. 

Excursions: Students are provided with opportunities to view in-house exhibitions and professional artists. Eg. 
Gallery Excursions. 

Exhibitions: Students produce art to be displayed in the school and annual art exhibition. 

Possible Career Pathways: Architect, Interior Designer, Artist, Gallery Director, Appraiser, Researcher, 
Industrial Design, Animator, Graphic Artist, Computer Design, Photographer, Make Up Artist, Set Designer, 
Fashion Designer, Antiquarian, Art Historian, Tattoo Artist. 

  



43 
 

Year 7 Art Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Elements and Principles 
 

• The underlying principles of 
art, design and creativity. 

1. Artist’s Book: Making Task 

 

Year 8 Art Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Vanitas: Exploration of Media 
 

• Practical and written tasks to 
explore art making techniques. 

1. Making Folio 
2. Select from 2D, 3D and mixed 

media 

 

Year 9 Art Course Overview 

Term 1 Unit Focus Assessment 

Representation and 
Abstraction 
 

• 2D Media and Experimentation 
(Portraiture). 

1. Making – The Art of the Selfie 
 

Term 2 Unit Focus Assessment 

Cultural Contexts: Masks • 3D Media and Experimentation 
(Ceramic Masks or Plaster 
sculpture). 

2. Making – Mask 
3. Appraising – Mask Analysis 

 

Term 3 Unit Focus Assessment 

The Australian Ethos • 2D Painting/Printmaking and 
Mixed Media (Landscape 
Painting). 

4. Making 
5. Appraising 

 

Term 4 Unit Focus Assessment 

Contemporary Drawing • Drawing – Form and Meaning 
(Zentangle) 

6. Making - Zentagle 
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Economics & Business 
What is Economics & Business? 

This subject allows students to gain an understanding around a range of topics in relation to the Australian 
economy and the world of small business. Students focus heavily on the economy at a national and global 
level, along with analysis of the workplace and the risks involved in owning an enterprise. Economics & 
Business provides opportunities for students to demonstrate their knowledge, understanding and problem-
solving abilities in both theoretical and practical ways. Ultimately, the skills learnt in this subject allows students 
to become informed and responsible members of society. 

Why study Economics & Business??  

• Understand how the Australian economy 
actually functions and why decisions are 
made by governments at a local, state and 
federal level 

• Develop financial literacy skills needed to 
function in society 

• Challenges students to aspire to be an 
entrepreneur and run or manage a business, 
enterprise or venture for either profit or non-
profit purpose 

 

• Learn to work independently and in teams 
• Learn to organise time to complete tasks 
• Appreciate the need to use accounting 

techniques to better manage finances and 
make financial decisions 

• Develop an understanding of laws in society, 
and the need for these laws 

Select Economics & Business if you are … 

• Ambitious to run your own business 
• Interested in participating in a mock business 

venture 

• Interested in getting a part-time job 
• Interested in government and law 
• Enjoy practical work 

Course Outline 

Topics to be covered include: 

• The Australian economy 
• The global economy 
• Participating in the working environment as 

an employee and employer 
• Unions 

• Marketplace competition 
• Small-business ventures 
• Business planning 
• Managing and understanding financial risk 

 

Learning Experiences 

Activities in this subject include both practical and theoretical. 

• Participate in a range of design processes 
• Examine case studies of successful business 

people 
• Investigate consumer laws relating to mobile 

phones, lay-bys etc. 

• Steps to building a small business 
• Design products and packaging 

 
  



45 
 

Year 10 Links 

• Business Studies (BSO) 
Years 7-9 Business Enterprise is aligned to the Australian National Curriculum. Content in Years 7-9 Business 
Enterprise involves two interrelated strands: 

• Economic and Business Knowledge and Understanding 
• Economic and Business Skills 

Year 7 and 8 Business Enterprise students complete 1 term and then rotate to a new elective. Students receive 
105 minutes of class time per week over the 10 week period. Year 9 Business Enterprise students complete a 
full year of 105 minutes class time per week. 

Formative and summative assessment occurs in the following formats: 

• Examinations 
• Research assignments 

Year 7 Business Enterprise Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Working for a living • The role of work in society 
• History of work and the evolution of 

the workplace 

1. Exam 60 minutes 

Year 8 Business Enterprise Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 
Entrepreneurship, Ethics and 
Sustainability 

• Entrepreneurial success and 
foundational skills 

• Ethical workplace behaviour 
• Environmental sustainability 

1. Exam 60 minutes 

Year 9 Business Enterprise Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

The Australian Economy & 
The Global Economy 

• Economic sectors and the 
relationships between them 

• Importance of production 

1. Exam 60 minutes 

Participants in the Changing 
Work Environment 

• Employees and employers working 
rights and responsibilities 

• The changing workplace environment 
and the effect on businesses and 
workers 

2. Research assignment 
600-800 words 

Competition in the 
Marketplace 

• Planning and preparation of a business  
• Making crucial business decisions 
• Trading 

3. Research assignment 
800-1000 words 

Managing Financial Risk • Banking 
• Investing 
• Protection for financial risk 
• Managing debt 
• Insurance 

4. Exam 60 minutes 
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Food Specialisations (TFD) Year 7-8 
Years 7-8 courses are aligned to the Australian National Curriculum and comprises of two achievement 
standards from the Technologies syllabus: Understanding and Skill. 

Year 7 and 8 students complete 1 Term and then rotate to a new elective. Students receive 105 minutes of 
class time per week over the 10-week period. Formative and summative assessment occurs in the following 
formats: 

• Practical work 
• Workbooks related to practical work 
• Design assignment either textiles or foods 
• # Leather shoes required at all times 
 

Year 7 TFD Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Preparing food safely 
 

• Identifying hazards 
• Safety in the kitchen 
• Fire safety 
• Protective equipment 
• Emergency situations 

1. Workbook 

Food hygiene • Handwashing 
• Personal hygiene 
• Food poisoning/prevention 

2. Practical  

Equipment • Managing equipment and 
small appliances 

• Knife safety 

3. Workbook 
4. Practical 

Recipe basics • Processes and tools of the 
cooking trade 

• Making sense of a recipe 
• Abbreviations in recipes 
• Measuring 
• Food preparation terms 
• Designing new recipes 

5. Design assignment 

Textiles • Macrame wall hanging 
• History of macramé 
• Fibres and fabrics 

6. Practical 
7. Written evaluation 

Algorithms • Flowchart 
• Problem solving 

8. Written assignment 
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Year 8 TFD Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Preparing food safely 
 

• Identifying hazards 
• Safety in the kitchen 
• Fire safety 
• Protective equipment 
• Emergency situations 

1. Workbook 
2. Weekly practical tasks 

Eat well, be well • Nutrients in food 
• Water 
• Digestion 
• Healthy eating pyramid 
• Nutrition throughout lifespan 

3. Workbook 
4. Weekly practical tasks 
5. Design assignment - foods 

Textiles • Machine parts 
• Sewing tool identification 
• Machine stitching 
• Designing a recyclable and 

reusable shopping bag 

6. Practical 
7. Written evaluation 
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Food Specialisations (TFD) Year 9 
Year 9 Food Studies is a course designed for students who enjoy food preparation, food presentation, taste 
testing and learning about food and nutrition. It is predominately a practical subject aimed at improving 
essential life-skills for all students. Students will be required to supply ingredients each week for practical 
cooking lessons. Students will bring meals home for the family to share on a regular basis.  (Average cost per 
week - $10 to $15). 

Students receive 105 minutes of class time each week.  

Formative and summative assessment occurs in the following formats: 

• Practical Work 
• Theory Exams 
• Written Assignments/Power Point Assignments 
• #Leather Shoes required in practical classes. 

 

Year 9 Food Studies Course Overview 

Unit 1 Focus Assessment 

Ready, Set, Go! • Kitchen Safety and Hygiene 
• Let’s Start with Design 
• Discover Food Technology 
• Discover Food Technology 
• Deciding What to Eat 
• Healthy Eating Models 
• Grains 
• Bread 
• Rice 
• Pasta and Noodles 

1. Pasta Assignment including 
practical exam 

2. Weekly practical tasks 

Unit 2 Focus Assessment 
Fruit, Vegetables, Dairy Foods • Vegetables 

• Legumes 
• Fruit 
• Milk 
• Yoghurt 
• Cheese 

3. End of Semester Theory 
Exam 

4. Weekly practical tasks 

Unit 3 Focus Assessment 

Meat, Fish, Poultry, Nuts and 
Legumes 

• Meat 
• Seafood 
• Poultry 
• Eggs 
• Nuts 
• Vegetarian Diets 

5. Meat Assignment including 
practical exam 

6. Weekly practical tasks 

Unit 4 Focus Assessment 

Water and Eating Foods in Small 
Amounts 

• Water 
• Fats 
• Sugar 
• Salt 

7. End of Semester Theory 
Exam 

8. Weekly practical tasks 
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Materials and Technologies Specialisation (TMT) 
Year 9 TMT course is aligned to the Australian National Curriculum and comprises of two achievement 
standards from the Technologies syllabus: Understanding and Skill. TMT is a separate course to ITD as it 
offers the option of wood only projects. Basic wood working skills were introduced in Year 7 / Year 8. This 
course leads well into the Furnishing Skills course in Year 10. TMT caters for the expanding need for technical 
and practical education. It has an important place in the curriculum of the secondary school and serves as a 
foundation for the development of technical talents. The course has worthwhile projects which increase in 
difficulty as the course progresses. Year 9 TMT students complete a full year of 105 minutes class time per 
week. 

Formative and summative assessment occurs in the following formats: 

• Practical work 
• Log Books related to practical work  
• # Leather shoes required at all times. 

 

Year 9 TMT Course Overview – Project examples below 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Carcass Construction 
Example project: Serviette 
Holder 

• Use timber material, components, 
tools, equipment and techniques to 
safely make designed solutions with 
simple finger joints 

1. Practical work 
Log book. 

 

Phone Holder • Designing, marking out, cutting, 
bending, bonding and finishing a 
plastic product 

• Laser cutter engraving 

2. Practical work 
Log book. 
 

Trebuchet • Research and Design 
• Use timber material, components, tools, 

equipment and techniques to safely 
make designed solutions 

3. Practical work 
Log book. 

 

Wooden Toys • Generating a range of innovative design 
ideas to produce a marionette puppet 

• Design ideas by producing thumbnail 
drawings, models and labelled drawings 
to explain features and modifications 

4. Practical work 
Log book. 

 

Bird House 
 

• Working safely, responsibly and 
cooperatively to ensure safe work 
areas, for example the safe use of 
equipment when making a water-
resistant, environmentally sensitive 
outdoor shelter. 

5. Practical work 
Log book. 

 

Edge lit Acrylic sign  • Using the laser cutter to engrave plastic 
• Using electronic tools, equipment and 

soldering techniques safely 

6. Practical work 
   Log book. 

 

Canvas stool • Bridle joints, mortice and tenon joints • Practical work 
     Log book. 
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Design and Technologies (DAT) 
Years 7-9 DAT courses are aligned to the Australian National Curriculum and comprise of two achievement 
standards from the Technologies syllabus: Understanding and Skill. 

Year 7 and 8 Design and Technologies students complete 1 term and then rotate to a new elective. The course 
is designed for students interested in design, trade engineering, electronics, plastics, metalwork and metal 
turning. It offers students a high level of practical work, interest and motivation. Students use the Internet to 
assist them with designing.  

Students receive 105 minutes of class time per week over the 10 week period. Year 9 Industrial Technology 
and Design students complete a full year of 105 minutes class time per week. 

Formative and summative assessment occurs in the following formats: 

• Practical work 
• Log Books related to practical work  
• # Leather shoes required at all times. 

 

Year 7 DAT Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Small Carry All • Introduction to materials, tools. 
• Use materials, components, tools, 

equipment and techniques to safely 
make designed solutions. 

• Laser cutting techniques 
• Digital technology 

Practical work 
Log book 
Digital technology booklet 
 

Plastic Design • Developing ways of manipulating 
acrylic using traditional and 
contemporary materials, 
components, tools, equipment and 
techniques 

Practical work 
Log book. 

 

Year 8 DAT Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Timber pencil case 
 

• Use timber material, components, tools, 
equipment and techniques to safely make 
designed solutions with simple joints 

Practical work 
Log book 
 

Acrylic Bowl • Use plastic material, tools, equipment and 
techniques to safely shape and form 
designed solutions 

Practical work 
Log book 
 

Acrylic ball game • Transferring new knowledge and skills to 
design and produce a fun game 

Practical work 
Log book 

Timber stool  
(Extension) 

• Use timber material, components, tools, 
equipment and techniques to safely a 
make a strong product using appropriate 
joining techniques 

Practical work 
Log book 
 

  



51 
 

Year 9 DAT Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Cake Server 
 

• Designing, marking out, cutting, bonding and 
finishing plastic products 

1. Practical work 
Log book 

CO2 Racer 
 

• Analyse motion, force and energy 
• Designing and investigate, analyse and select 

from a range of materials, components, tools, 
equipment and processes to develop design 
ideas. 

2. Practical work 
Log book 
 

Bridge Building 
 

• Analysing the relationship between materials of 
properties, forces and safety in engineered 
systems such in bridges 

3. Practical work 
Log book 

Junior Hacksaw 
 

• Developing technical production skills and safe 
working practices 

• Fitting mild steel 
• Metal lathe techniques 

4. Practical work 
Log book 

LED Light 
(Extension Activity) 
 

• Designing, using materials, components, 
electronic tools, equipment and techniques 
safely. 

• Considering the needs of community groups to 
identify rich design tasks 

5. Practical work 
Log book 
 

Metal carry all • Marking out, cutting and bending sheet metal 6. Practical work 
Log book 
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Graphics (GPX) 
All CAD software and equipment are provided free of charge.  

The Year 9 Graphics course is aligned to the Australian National Curriculum. This course was not available in 
Year 7 and Year 8. 

What was once known as Technical Drawing has now developed into a subject that uses computers to produce 
graphical products. Students will be exposed to a range of software in common use in industry. Much of the 
software used will generate 3D models of architectural or mechanical products which are then used to generate 
a variety of drawing types. Application of materials and the use of lights allow photorealistic renders to be 
created. Students are also be exposed to Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator which are commonly used in the 
production of company logos. Laser cutting and engraving, and 3D printing of student design work will occur 
when possible. Junior Graphics is an important foundation for students wanting to study Senior Industrial 
Graphics which is a SAS subject (Applied Subject). 

Graphics caters for students who wish to pursue occupations such as engineering, designing, drafting, 
architecture, surveying, aviation, teaching, and many other technical areas that involve graphical 
communication. CAD is an element of trades such as carpentry, cabinet making, mechanical, welding, electrical 
and machining. Tool retailers, pilots and navigators, clothes designers, and the armed forces all require high 
graphical knowledge. 

Year 9 Graphics students complete a full year of 105 minutes class time per week. 

Formative and summative assessment occurs in the following formats:  

• Folio work presented in PowerPoint 
• Assignments 
• Students must have a suitable laptop, minimum 8 gig RAM and 128 gig hard drive to participate in this 

program. Mac computers are not compatible with the school graphics  software. 
 

Year 9 Graphics Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Sketching • Freehand sketching of Isometric 
drawings, unusual angles and circles 

• Orthographic projection 

1. Folio work 
2. Design assignment 

Archicad • Generate a small cabin, creating 
photorealistic views, plan and 
elevations 

3. Assignment work 
 

Inventor • Animation and drawings of a child’s 
toy 

4. Assignment work 

Photoshop • Basic use 
• Preparation of images for use in 

other software 
• Cropping, burn and dodge 
• Edge selections and colour range 
• Basic use of masking. 

5. Test 
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Italian (ITL) 
Years 7-9 Italian courses are aligned to the Australian National Curriculum. Content in Years 7-9 Italian 
involves two interrelated strands: communicating and understanding.  

Students will study, explore, create and transform a variety of texts such as:  

• Written texts: blogs, emails and articles  
• Spoken texts: rehearsed conversations, individual orals 
• Cultural texts: articles, videos 

Formative and summative assessment tasks cover a range of skills, including translating, composing and 
comprehending.  At times, this will require memorising vocabulary and grammar patterns in order to 
communicate in a range of settings for a variety of purposes. Years 7-9 Italian courses follow a ‘spiral’ 
curriculum design, where students revisit similar assessment types with more challenging texts, concepts and 
conditions. 

Year 7 Italian Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Chi Sono 
(Who am I?) 
 

• Self- introductions 
• Talking about myself 
• Nationality, languages 
• Where I live 
• Expressing likes / dislikes 

1. Interpreting Self Introductions  
(listening)  

2. Self-Introduction Booklet 
(writing/speaking) 

Ti piace la scuola? 
(Do you like school?) 
 

• School subjects 
• Adjectives to describe ourselves 

and school subjects 
• Where I live 
• Expressing likes / dislikes 

3. Students describing school 
live 
(reading) 

4. Personal paragraph on 
school life. (writing) 

Il cibo Italiano 
(Food) 
 

• local foods and drinks 
• local eating habits  
• eating out 
• Italians in Australia 

5. Designing a menu (writing) 
6. Ordering in a restaurant (role-

play) 

La famiglia simpatico 
(Family life) 
  
 

• Family members 
• Describing people  
• Telling time 
• Singular and plural 
• Possessive adjectives 
• Essere (to be) 

7. The family tree physical and 
personality attributes. 
(reading) 

8. My family, students write a 
paragraph about their family 
life. (writing) 
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Year 8 Italiano Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Quale mezzo prendiamo? 
(Modes of transport) 
 

• Travelling and commuting 
• Modes of transport 
• Where you’re going 
• How you’re getting there 
• Andare, uscire, venire 

1. Make a board game using 
modes of transport and verbs 
of movement. 
(reading/speaking)  

2. Travel information and 
timetables (reading) 

Dove abiti e che lingue parli? 
(Where do you live and what 
languages do you speak?) 
 
 

• Where I live, countries 
• Languages I speak 
• Weather 
• Where I was born 
• Abitare, nascere,parlare, che 

tempo fa? 

3. Italians talking about school, 
hobbies, where they live and 
languages they speak 
(listening) 

4. My life in a paragraph 
(writing) 

Il mio tempo libero 
(Free Time) 

• What do you do?  
• Hobbies and Sports 
• Traditional Sports 
• Musical Instruments 

5. Planning my free time 
(speaking) 

6. What’s on this weekend?  
( reading)  

Ti piacciono gli animali? 
(Do you like animals?) 
 

• Animals 
• Colours 
• Conjugating verbs 
• Abitare 
• Indefinite articles 

7. Listening about people’s pets 
(listening)  

8. Pets and animals I like 
(writing) 

 

Year 9 Italiano Course Overview 
Unit Focus Assessment 
La mia routine giornaliera 
(My Daily Routine) 

• Daily Activities – describing 
what you do / don’t do 

• Free Time Activities 
• Expressing Opinions on 

what is fun / boring 

1. My daily routine (Speaking) 
2. Who does what? (Reading) 

Buon Viaggio 
(Travelling the Italian-speaking 
world)  
 

• Describing future plans  
• Festivals and events 
• Places to visit 
• Things to do 

3. Travelling through Australia 
(Listening) 

4. Planning and describing your 
future holiday (Writing) 

Animali in via di estinzione 
(Endangered Species) 
 

• descriptions of animals – 
colour / fur / adjectives 

• habitats / food / threats 

5. My Favourite Endangered 
Species (Writing) 

6. Saving Endangered Animals 
(Reading) 

La mia salute 
(My Health) 
 

• Where does it hurt? 
• Visiting a doctor and 

pharmacy 
• What has happened? 

7. What has gone wrong? 
(Listening) 

8. Role Play – At the doctor’s 
(Speaking) 

 

 A class will be created subject to numbers. 
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Japanese (JAP) 
Years 7-9 Japanese courses are aligned to the Australian National Curriculum. Content in Years 7-9 Japanese 
involves two interrelated strands: communicating and understanding.  

Students will study, explore, create and transform a variety of texts such as:  

• Written texts: textbook, teacher made 
• Spoken texts: rehearsed conversations, individual orals, role plays 
• Cultural texts: articles, videos 

Formative and summative assessment tasks cover a range of skills, including translating, composing and 
comprehending.  At times, this will require memorising vocabulary and grammar patterns in order to 
communicate in a range or settings for a variety of purposes. Years 7-9 Japanese courses follow a ‘spiral’ 
curriculum design, where students revisit similar assessment types with more challenging texts, concepts and 
conditions. 

 

Year 7 Japanese Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Watashi no Tomodachi 
(My Friend) 
 

• Following  Classroom Instructions 
• Where is Japan? Map of Japan / 

Identifying major Japan cities 
• My Timetable in Japanese! Days of 

Week/ School Subjects 
• Greeting People 
• Self- introductions 
• Stating my friend’s name, age 
• Stating their likes, dislikes 

1. Introduce a Friend (Writing 
and Speaking) 

2. Hiragana Quiz (Reading) 

Sekai no Tomodachi 
(Friends of the World) 
 
 

• Countries, nationality, languages 
• simple adjectives 
• Where someone lives 
• Where someone comes from 

3. Interpreting Self 
Introductions (reading / 
listening)  

4. Hiragana Booklet (writing)  

Watashi no Kazoku 
(My Family) 
 

• introduce family members, hobbies, 
family, chores, activities 

• Japanese Homelife – shoes, toilets, 
bath, using chopsticks 

• number in the family 
• keeping pets  

5. Introduce Family Members 
and Pets (multimodal) 

6. Interpret descriptions of 
Japanese Family members  
(reading/ listening) 

Manga to Anime 
(Japanese Pop Media) 
 
 

• imaginative characters 
• naming body parts 
• describing body features colours, 

sizes 
• composing a manga comic strip 

7. Describing characters – 
one hero, one villain 

8. Guess the characters 
(reading  / listening)  

9. Katakana Booklet (writing) 
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Year 8 Japanese Course Overview 
Unit Focus Assessment 
“Itadakimasu!” 
(Let’s Eat!) 
 

• Japanese cuisine: Food and Drinks 
• What are good / bad manners? 
• Expressing a range of likes / dislikes 

1. Restaurant Role Play (speaking) 
2. Designing a Japanese Menu 

(Writing)  

Omedetou Gozaimasu 
(Congratulations!) 
 

• Days of Week / Months / Dates 
• Planning Events – Birthday Party / 

Karaoke Party 
• Festivals & Celebrations in Japan 

3. Combined Task –  Deciding on 
Invitations to Events (Reading/ 
Listening) 

4. Katakana Booklet (Writing) 

Supoutsu Shiyou! 
(Let’s play Sport!) 

• Where are you from?  
• Olympics 2020 
• Hobbies and Sports 
• Traditional Sports 
• School Clubs 
• Describing Abilities  

5. Speech Contest 5% 
6. Combined Task – interpreting 

sporting profiles ( magazine 
article / web profile / interview) 
(Reading/  Listening) 25% 

“Nihon ni Ikou!”  
(Let’s go to Japan!) 
 

• Train Travel in Japan 
• Respectful Travel 
• People you go with 
• How you get there 
• When you go 

7. Multimedia Presentation: My 
Dream trip with my Japanese 
Friend (writing / speaking)  

 

Year 9 Japanese Course Overview 
Unit Focus Assessment 

Tanoshii! 
(Having Fun) 

• Daily Activities – describing what 
you do / don’t do 

• School Clubs in Japan 
• Free Time Activities 
• Suggesting Activities 
• Expressing Opinions on what is 

fun / boring 
• Revise Katakana 

1. Combined Task:  Responding 
to invitations. (Listening / 
Reading) 

Yasumi wa dou? 
(How was the 
Holiday?) 
 

• describing past events  
• Change of School Year in Japan 

(March / April) 

2. Partner Activity: What shall we 
do this weekend? (Speaking) 

3. Describing Your Past Holiday 
(Writing) 

Endangered Animals 
 

• descriptions of animals – colour / 
fur / adjectives 

• habitats / food / threats 
• the elements - seasons / 

temperature / weather 

4. My Favourite Australian 
Animal (Writing) 

5. Saving an Endangered 
Animals (Reading) 

Paatii Shiyou!  
(Let’s Party!) 
 

• Telling Time 
• Posting the event 
• inviting friends 
• discussing abilities – who can do 

what  
• discussing cost 

6. Responding to a Weather 
Report (Listening) 

7. Group Work: Party Plans 
(Speaking) 
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Spanish (SPA) 
Years 7-9 Spanish courses are aligned to the Australian National Curriculum. Content in Years 7-9 Spanish 
involves two interrelated strands: communicating and understanding.  

Students will study, explore, create and transform a variety of texts such as:  

• Written texts: blogs, emails, advertisements and articles  
• Spoken texts: conversations, role plays speeches 
• Cultural texts: articles, videos, audio texts 

Formative and summative assessment tasks cover a range of skills, including translating, composing and 
comprehending.  At times, this will require memorising vocabulary and grammar patterns in order to 
communicate in a range of settings for a variety of purposes. Years 7-9 Spanish courses follow a ‘spiral’ 
curriculum design, where students revisit similar assessment types with more challenging texts, concepts and 
conditions. 

Year 7 Spanish Course Overview 

Unit Focus Assessment 

Mi Aula 
(My Classroom) 
 

• Following classroom instructions 
• Where is Spanish spoken? 
• Greeting people 
• Preparing for class – tools for school 

and classroom 

1. Ready to study (reading) 
2. In the classroom (listening) 

Todo Sobre Mi 
(All About Me) 
 
 

• Self- introductions 
• Talking about myself 
• Nationality, languages 
• Where I live 
• Expressing likes / dislikes 

3. Interpreting self-introductions  
(listening)  

4. Self-introduction booklet / 
presentation (combined 
writing/speaking)  

La Comida 
(Food) 
 

• Local foods and drinks 
• Local eating habits  
• Eating out 

5. Designing a menu (writing) 
6. Menu design and restaurant role 

play (writing/speaking) 

Mi día 
(Out and About) 
  
 

• How and where to go 
• Daily routine 
• How’s the weather? 
• Seasons 

7. How’s the weather? What’s the 
time? (listening) 

8. Understanding someone’s day 
(reading) 
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Year 8 Spanish Course Overview 
Unit Focus Assessment 
Mi Casa, Tu Casa 
My Home, Your Home 
 

• Typical housing 
• Spanish architect Gaudi 
• What’s in your home? 
• What’s your ideal home? 

1. My Home (listening) 
2. Designing a Gaudi-inspired 

façade and describing my ideal 
home (writing)  

El instituto 
School 
 

• Subjects and facilities 
• Expressing opinions with reasons 

3. What do we study? (reading) 
4. My school (speaking) 

Mi Tiempo Libre 
(Free Time) 

• What do you do?  
• Hobbies and sports 
• Traditional sports 
• Musical instruments 

5. Free time – let’s meet up (writing) 
6. What’s on this weekend? 

(listening)  

Un viaje 
Travel 
 

• Travelling abroad 
• Places to go  
• Things to do 

7. My holidays – this summer 
(speaking)  

8. Travelling to Australia (reading) 

 

Year 9 Spanish Course Overview 
Unit Focus Assessment 

Mi Rutina Diaria 
My Daily Routine 

• Daily Activities – describing what 
you do / don’t do 

• Free time activities 
• Expressing opinions  

1. My daily routine 
(speaking) 

2. A typical day in the life … 
(reading) 

Vamos de viaje 
Travelling the Spanish-
speaking world  
 

• Describing future plans  
• Festivals and events 
• Places to visit 
• Things to do 

3. Travelling through 
Australia (Listening) 

4. Let’s visit Latin America 
(writing) 

Endangered Species 
 

• Descriptions of animals 
• Habitats / food / threats 

5. Endangered species 
booklet (writing) 

6. Saving endangered 
animals (reading) 

Mi Salud 
My Health 
 

• Where does it hurt? 
• Visiting a doctor and pharmacy 
• What has happened? 

7. What has gone wrong? 
(listening) 

8. Role Play – At the doctor’s 
(speaking) 

 

 
 
 

A class will be created subject to student numbers. 
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French (FRX) 
French Immersion         
Years 7-9 French Immersion are aligned to the Australian curriculum for Maths, History/Geography and 
Science. Content in Years 7-9 involves teaching content in the French language.                     

Students will study, explore, create and transform a variety of texts such as:  

• Written texts: textbook, teacher made                                                                           
• Spoken texts: rehearsed conversations, individual orals, role plays 
• Cultural texts: articles, videos 

Formative and summative assessment tasks cover a range of skills, including composing and comprehending.  
At times, this will require memorising vocabulary and grammar patterns in order to communicate in a range or 
settings for a variety of purposes. Years 7-9 French courses follow a ‘spiral’ curriculum design, where students 
revisit similar structure types with more challenging texts, concepts and conditions. 

Year 7 French Immersion Course Overview 

TERM 1 Focus Assessment 

French: Le Français c’est facile 
comme bonjour 
 

• Following  Classroom 
Instructions 

• Verbs to have and to be 
• Questioning and answering 
• Self- introductions 
• School time table 
• Directions and positions 

Writing 
Speaking 
Listening 
Reading 
Verb “avoir” 

TERM 2 Focus Assessment 

French: Super encore du 
Français 
 
 
 
 
 
 
History: Prehistory/ Egypt 
 
 
 
Science: introduction to science 

• Regular verbs, present tense 
• Irregular verbs (to do and to go), 

present tense 
• Consolidating questioning and 

answering 

 
• Palaeolithic and Neolithic periods 
• Primary and secondary sources 

 
• Scientific techniques 

Listening 
Writing/Grammar 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Assignment + Exam 
 
 
 
Exam 

  



60 
 

 

TERM 3 Focus Assessment 

French: Super encore du 
Français 
 
 
 
 
 
History: Egypt 
 
 
Geography: Water in the world 
 
 
Science: Astronomy 

• Pronominal verbs 
• Description of a weekend 
• Daily routines 
• Demonstrative pronoms 

 
• Primary and secondary sources 
• Different types of water 

 
• Where do we find water 

 
• Planets 
• Vocabulary related to Astronomy 

Grammar 
Reading 
Speaking 
 
 
 
Exams + Assignments 
 
 
 
Exam + Assignment 
 
 
Exam + Poster 

TERM 4 Focus Assessment 

French: Super, encore du 
Français 
 
 
 
Geography: Places 
 
 
Science: Earth Resources 

• Countries 
• Future tense 

 
• Where do we live 
• Quality of life 
•  
• Energy sources 
• Natural cycles 
• The water cycle 
• Water management 

Speaking 
Writing 
 
 
Exam + Assignement 
 
 
Exam + Experimental report 

  



61 
 

Year 8 French Immersion Course Overview 
TERM 1 Focus Assessment 
French: Adomania 2: units 1&2 
 
 
 
 
History : The Vikings 
 
Science : Physics 
 

• Present tense 
• Directions 
• Partitive articles 

 
• Life of a Viking 

 
• Forms of energy 
• Energy laws 
• Reducing energy consumption 

Writing 
Speaking 
Listening 
Reading 
 
Exam + Assignment 
 
Exam + Experiment 

TERM 2 Focus Assessment 
French: Adomania 2: units 3&4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
History: The Shoguns 
 
 
 
Science: Biology 

• Reflexive verbs 
• Pronoms COD 
• Imperative tense 
• Past tense: PC with avoir 

 
• Life in Japan during the shogunates 

period 

 
• Growth and Reproduction 
• Cells 
• Microscopes and slides 

Listening 
Writing/Grammar 
Speaking 
Reading 
 
 
Assignment + Exam 
 
 
 
  
Exam + Poster Assignment 

TERM 3 Focus Assessment 
French: Adomania 2: units 5&6 
 
 
 
 
 
Geography: Unit 1: Human 
geography. Maps/Climate 
zones/reliefs 
 
 
 
 
Science: Chemistry 

• Indefinite pronoms 
• Past tense : PC with être 
• COD 
• Imperative tense 

 
• Natural and built environments 
• Locate countries and continents and 

interpret graphs 
 

• States of matter 
• Periodic table 
• Chemical and physical changes 

Grammar 
Reading 
Speaking 
Listening 
 
 
Exam+ Assignment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exam + Report 
 

TERM 4 Focus Assessment 
French: Adomania 2: units 7&8 
 
 
 
 
Geography: Unit 2: Environment 
types 
 
 
Science: Geology 

• Simple future tense 
• Adverbs & Adjectives 
• COD & COI 

 
• Population 
• Urbanisation 

 
• Structure of the Earth 
• Types of rocks 
• Volcanoes and earthquakes 

Speaking 
Writing 
Listening 
Reading 
 
 
Exam + Assignement 
 
 
Exam + Experiments + Oral 
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Year 9: French Immersion Course Overview 
TERM 1 Focus Assessment 
French: Adomania 3: units 1&2 
Leisure / Generations 
 
 
 
 
History : Natural disasters 
 
 
Science : Ecology 
 

• COD & COI pronoms 
• Relative pronoms: qui/que 
• Past tenses: PC/Imparfait 
• Negation 
• Adjectives 

Different types of disaters and their 
consequences 
 
• Ecosystems 
• Sustainability 
• Natural and human impacts 

Writing 
Speaking 
Listening 
Reading 
 
 
Exam + Assignment 
 
 
Exam + SEI + Reading: Deforestation 

TERM 2 Focus Assessment 
French: Adomania 3: units 3&4 
Somewhere else/Creations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
History : Movement of populations 
 
Science : Chemistry 

• Pronoms Y and En 
• Pronom Où and On 
• Places/landscapes 
• During (pendant) 
• Past tenses 
• Intensity adverbs 

 
• Settlers/ Convicts /Slaves 

 
• Atoms 
• Periodic table 
• Acids and bases 

Writing/Grammar 
Reading 
 
 
Assignment + Exam 
 
 
 
 
 Assignment + Exam 
 
 
Exam + Experiments + SEI + 
Reading: Soap and skin problems 

TERM 3 Focus Assessment 
French: Adomania 3: units 5&6 
Consumption/Flavours 
 
 
 
 
History: China (ancient) 
 
 
Science: Biology 

• Recent paste tense 
• DRE verbs 
• Simple future  
• Si+ present 

 
• Life during emperor time in China 

 
• Systems of the human body 

Grammar 
Reading 
Speaking 
Listening 
 
 
Exam+ Assignment 
 
 
Exam + PPT Presentation: Disease + 
Reading: The brain 
 

TERM 4 Focus Assessment 
French: Adomania 3: units 7&8 
Wellbeing and respect 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Geography : First World War 
 
 
 
 
Science: Physics 

• Superlatif 
• Demonstrative pronoms 
• Verbs with prepositions 
• Adverbs 
• Possessive pronoms 
• Irregular verbs : dire/lire/écrire 

 
• Western and Eastern fronts 
• Gallipoli /The ANZACS 

 
• Heat, sound, light 
• Visible spectrum 
• Refraction 
• Communications and remotes 

Speaking 
Writing 
Listening 
Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
Exam + Assignement 
 
 
 
 
Exam 
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