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Thank you to all Benowa State High School staff, students for all the great work you do. 

Principal’s Report:
WELCOME

to Clearwater

2019 has been another year with Benowa students making a signifi-
cant impact on the local, national and global stage. Our Language students 
again won the Language Perfect World Language Championships finishing 
ahead of 1426 schools across the world. On the national stage, our students 
have again won multiple High Distinctions in competitions and our music 
students led Benowa SHS to perform well at the Gold Coast Eisteddfod in 
local success.

Our strong 2018 OP achievements across Year 12 that were announced this 
school year were based on explicit strategies designed to focus on the pro-
gress of individual OP students. Last year’s results reflect our ongoing com-
mitment to our school vision statement of Many Pathways ~ No Limits. 
This year the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP) will 
see out first group of graduates with all students having already received 
offers to enter university. 

This final year of Year 12 OP scores signals the start of a new senior assess-
ment system for which we are well prepared. As we guide students to ATAR 
(Australian Tertiary Admission Rank) scores, we have great confidence in 
the future success of our students.

Our Pastoral Care ‘House’ system is fundamental to the transition of stu-
dents from Primary to Secondary School and central to the development 
of school spirit. Our recent student review meeting with House Council 
Student Leaders provided us with a strong indication of the benefit of our 
smaller houses and of the fabulous work that our Heads of House have 
done. 

As our House Councils continue to take shape, I look forward to these rep-
resentative groups of students providing important connections between 
staff and students on our large campus well into the future. These groups are 
led, by students for students and provide an important student leadership 
connection from Year 7 through to Year 12.

Our focus on student leadership in Term 4 has included the selection of 
School Captains and those students we interviewed were yet again excep-
tional young people and wonderful ambassadors for our community. 

Our list of school events this year has been extensive and has included stu-
dents travelling to France, Cambodia, Japan, Italy and NASA space camp in 
the United States.  Our community commitment has again included many 
students volunteering with Rosies and we filled the Food Drive truck with 
just under two tonnes of donated canned foods again – just amazing. 

This year’s school music was a triumph for staff and all of our performers 
and production students. Our teaching and support staff have worked to 
provide an engaging place of learning for students in 2019 and we continue 
to promote ‘learning intent’ as a fundamental element of teacher practice. 
Our school leadership team has again this year worked in supporting teach-
er practice with mentoring and classroom visits.

Our successful accreditation with the Council of International 
Schools (CIS) and authorisation as an IB World School, has set 
Benowa apart from all Gold Coast public and private schools 
and these relationships continue. The commendations from 
these processes has affirmed practices in our school and the rec-
ommendations and reflections continue to shape school action 
plans. 

The 2019 school year has featured a range of personal triumphs 
for so many students and staff from the arts to sport and on to 
academia at local, national and international levels. Outstand-
ing performances in academia, sport and culture define our staff 
and students as exceptional Gold Coast talents and I would like 
to acknowledge the contribution our staff have made in our sto-
ries of success. 

Gold Coast sports premierships have again been a feature of the 
2019 season and Benowa students continue to be noted for their 
sportsmanship. Representative honours across many sports on 
regional, state and national levels have been important achieve-
ments for our talented athletes – congratulations to all.

It is important to acknowledge a number of people in our school 
community who continue to provide a range of essential sup-
port, in and for our school. Our dedicated Administration Team 
have a strong commitment to our school philosophy and to the 
care and wellbeing of our students. This is their core business 
and it is at the centre of our school’s strong culture. 

The School Council has provided important strategic advice to 
the school in 2019 and special thanks to members of the School 
Council and to the P&C who every year continue their efforts 
to improve school facilities. This year the P&C has continued 
to provide much needed resources. All of our support staff en-
sure that teachers can come to work and do their job whilst our 
teachers themselves are an extraordinary group of educators.

The ‘Many Pathways ~ No Limits’ vision statement that we 
espouse remains the catalyst for our school’s commitment to 
meeting the ever evolving goals and aspirations of students. I be-
lieve that there can be no better purpose for a school than to play 
a positive role in making the dreams of our students a reality.

To our graduating Year 12 students, I wish you the very best on 
behalf of the whole school and I look forward to hearing of your 
successes beyond Benowa and in the pursuit of your dreams.

Mark Rickard
Executive Principal
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School Captains Report:
2019

Portia Morris and Riley Nimmo

In 2019, we have had the pleasure of leading Benowa State High School as the male and female 
school captains. Throughout this year we have had the honour to passionately give back to our 
school community, allowing us the opportunity to lead one of the best schools in Australia. 

This year has had many highlights, ranging from sporting events to art and academics. We had the 
privilege of paying our respects within the community at Surfers Paradise’s ANZAC Ceremony and 
the Korean War Ceremony. We have also assisted in the planning process for the new seating area to 
be implemented in front of G Block. 

We have worked alongside teachers of different departments to enable students of all learning abil-
ities, to access the amazing education offered here at Benowa. Many leadership conferences and 
workshops were done through the year, allowing us to connect with the wider community of schools 
and their leadership teams, to develop the young and upcoming leaders of the Gold Coast. 

From these we have learned relevant skills that we will carry on as life lessons in our future en-
deavours. One of the most memorable moments from these is leadership in its entirety. During the 
session, our team came up with the analogy that leadership must be treated as a liquid, and every 
situation must be treated as a different shaped container. 

We hope that we have inspired future Benowa students to take up the mantle of leadership in the 
future. Collectively as school captains, we are very proud to have led such a diverse group of students 
across the whole school.

Portia Morris and Riley Nimmo
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By Adrian Hays - IB Coordinator 
This year marks our first student cohort to graduate from the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme and what a rewarding 
journey it has been. Over the course of the two year program, students have not only had to complete six subjects, but have inter-
acted critically with knowledge, developed their academic writing capacity and have grown creatively and actively within their local 
and global communities. The hard work that these students have committed to has resulted in them undertaking a journey that has 
developed their capacity to become lifelong learners well into their university years and beyond. Looking back, here are a few things 
students have had to complete over the two years:

Group 4 Project – Dannielle Johnston (Yr11)
For my group 4 project, my group and I did an experiment commonly known as “elephant’s toothpaste”. The preparation and pres-
entation took place over 3 weeks during term 3. The group 4 project is great practice for university, especially for those going into 
the science field, if not, it is still great for learning how to present, demonstrate and explain why things are happening.  Explaining 
the chemistry, physics, and biology behind it challenged us to go that little bit further and get a well-rounded understanding of the 
concept we were presenting rather than just brushing along the surface. 

Visual Art Exhibition – by Elie Michel (Yr12)
For my visual art exhibition called “Absence and Presence”, I explored the themes of memory and women’s knowledge. This was a 
great way for me to investigate different techniques such as mixed media and ink printing. I really enjoyed this opportunity as it 
enabled me to express myself through different ways. One of the art pieces that I enjoyed the most was my deconstructive garment 
because I was able to go outside the box and create something unique. 

Creativity Activity and Service – by Elise St Pierre (Yr12)
As part of the creativity activity and service component of the International Baccalaureate, a group of students, including myself, 
worked in tandem with The Rainbow Cards Project, a charity based in the United Kingdom. The charity focused its efforts in pro-
viding support, acceptance and love for teenagers and young adults who face hardships due to their gender identities or sexual 
orientations. The project works to combat isolation that people who belong to the LGBT+ community may face, especially during 
the holiday season. In working with the charity, we wrote letters and cards addressed to people from all over the world celebrating 
anything from their birthday to Christmas. 

International Baccalaureate
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Cambodia Testimonials:
The 2019 IB Cambodia Trip was one I will never forget. Amidst the unforgiving heat, political landscape and poverty, 
Cambodia offers an indescribable beauty. My favourite experiences were the ones where we interacted with the young 
Khmer children that truly had nothing (materially) but grinned from ear to ear every day. They taught me the value of 
being happy without material, in this sense they were richer than any of us. I valued my experiences there, including 
the culture shocks and everything I learned about Cambodian history - which includes of mass genocide. I am insanely 
fortunate to have been able to go to Cambodia and I learned a lot about my own life and the amount of time I have 
wasted on material life There is true beauty to be discovered in Cambodia that one cannot describe through images, 
videos or books. – Qiutian Beau, Year 12, age 17

While volunteering at the school, I was able to meet some of the students who attended and learned how different the 
schooling systems were compared to Australia. Also, I will value and never forget creating desks, painting the class-
rooms and placing my own handprint on the mural within the school. Through this experience, I learned how lucky we 
are to live in a first world country and how we don’t have to endure the intense heat, many insects and other big issues 
involving poverty. This experience was able to give me a new perspective on the world as it has allowed me to see first-
hand some of the issues that Cambodia and other third world countries must endure on a daily basis. 
– Liam Balmer, Year 12, age 17

CAS Cambodia TRip
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Writer Elbert Hubbard once said, “Character is the result of two things: mental attitude and the way we spend our time”. 

Benowa State High teachers are undeniably a bunch of characters known for their work ethic, their positive attitudes and their commitment 
to their students. This year they also tried on a few other ‘characters’ – in the musical, as Where’s Wallys for Multicultural Day, in Hawaiian 
shirts and in various costumes for the Athletics Carnival and house colours for the Swimming Carnival. 

The Benowa teaching family welcomed some new offspring and also farewelled two retirees – Deputy Ms Pam Lynch and SOSE legend Mrs 
Julie Pownall.

Teachers of Benowa
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Benowa State High School Award Nominees:
Benowa State High’s nominees for the Gold Coast Secondary Teachers’ Awards were:
Matt H: TAFE Queensland Excellence in Educational Support Award
Matt is the Senior Project Officer in charge of IT infrastructure throughout the school and has been for six years. 
He handles the day-to-day technological operations and plays an essential role in moving the school forward in the digital sector. 

Renee Larkin: Bond University Excellence in Secondary Education Leadership Award
In 2019 Renee Larkin served as the Head of Department for Studies of Society & Environment at Benowa State High School and has 
a Bachelor of Learning Management (Secondary). For many years she has been a teacher of Ancient History at Benowa and more re-
cently, within the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. She has previously lead a whole school writing agenda as a literacy 
coach, and is keen on sharing pedagogical principles, and utilising evidence based practice, to improve teaching and learning.
 
Lauren Evans: Griffith University Excellence in Secondary Teaching Award
  For the past six years I have lucky enough to be a part of Benowa State High School’s Access Department. 
                                There is not  a day that goes by in which I am not thankful for the job I get to do. I am never happier than when I am         
                 in front of my class and can see the faces students who are happy, engaged and succeeding. 
                                It is for this reason that I strive to create learning programs which are accessible, enjoyable and focused upon each               
                 student’s individual success. I believe that working with young people is a privilege and watching their confidence    
  grow is a gift. 

RETIREES
Ms Pam Lynch
Deputy Principal and previous HOD SOSE
Pam began teaching in 1972 and served at Benowa for 20 years from 1999 to 2019.

Ms Julie Pownall
Ancient History and English teacher, former HOD SOSE
Julie began teaching in 1973 and has taught at Benowa for 34 years from 1985 to 2019.

Library Report:
Kate Stanley Senior Library/ Teacher

The Library was a dynamic place in 2019, leading several major events in between the regular celebrations of 
reading.  Our ‘Library Club’ meets weekly at lunch times to discuss books and participate in book related arts and 
crafts. This year we had a Senior Library Club of IB students assisting with the reading of ‘Alpacas with Maracas’ to 
the Grade 3 students who visited our Library from Benowa Primary School; the first of such inter-school initiatives. 
Our Junior Library Club created displays for annual literary dates, reviewed newly released novels for the fiction 
section and wrote book reviews for the school newsletter. ‘Book Week’ was a huge success with Wake House winning 
the annual Cup;  all Houses participated in fun, daily book related competitions.   Our school Library also promotes 
information literacy with research and critical thinking strategies, fielding teams to two major Gold Coast programs. 
The Gold Coast Junior Council team represented the school each Term, collaborating with over 120 school students 
around the region in a civic leadership endeavour established by the Gold Coast City Council for students in Years 10 
and 11.  For the Model United Nations conference at Bond University, our delegation of 12 students  faced a challenge 
of a two day simulated United Nations experience dealing with global issues.

Book Week Junior Council

Library Club General Library
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In its second year, The Creative Club has developed and grown. Writ-
ers, illustrators, calligraphers and digital artists have emerged in the 
club, exploring new ideas and sharing their expertise with other club 
members. The club’s significant projects include the Write a Book In 
A Day Challenge and editions of the student-produced Creative Ink 
journal. Club members have also attended Somerset Storyfest, the 
Lifeline Book Sale and hosted a table at Multicultural Day.
By Ms Leah Fineran

Benowa SHS
CLUBS

Creative Club

2019 saw the start of the Culture Club at Benowa State High. With 66 
nationalities in the Benowa Community, we tried to celebrate major 
festivals from a few of them, including: Easter, Ramadan, NAIDOC 
Week and Diwali. We also celebrated significant dates from the Hu-
man Rights calendar, such as: International Women’s Day, Harmony 
Day, Apology Day and Sorry Day. Reconciliation Week was also 
celebrated from the 27th March to the 3rd April. 
By Julia Martinez Garcia

Culture Club

The Duke of Edinburgh Award program is an internationally recognised 
leadership program. It has been running at Benowa SHS since 2012, 
with students engaging in initiative, teamwork and leadership activities 
across a range of areas. The sections include Service, Skill, Recreation, 
and Outdoor Education Adventurous Journeys. The four levels include 
Bridge (11-13years old), Bronze (14 years old), Silver (15 years old) and 
Gold (16 years old). Since commencement at Benowa SHS, numerous 
inspiring students have completed Bridge, Bronze and Silver level.

The adventurous journeys are the best part with students engaging in 
camping, hiking, kayaking, snorkelling, rock climbing & abseiling. In 
2019 students went to Moreton Island (snorkelling), Springbrook & 
Lamington National Parks (hiking), Noosa River (Kayaking), Tallebudg-
era (rock climbing) and Kangaroo Point in Brisbane (abseiling). So if 
you like the outdoors, then sign up for the programme.
By Mr Anthony Ryan

Duke of Edinburgh Award

Model United Nations

Multicultural Day
In 2019 WE CELEBRATED OUR 21st ANNUAL MULTICULTURAL DAY 
On Thursday the 31st of October we had the opportunity to enjoy some fabulous food from 
many different cultures as well as entertainment from our students and visiting performers.  
Forty-five stalls were operated by students, teachers and parents to cater to our 1900 students.  
A festive atmosphere was created with colourful posters, decorations, market shade umbrellas 
and marquees and some students looked fabulous in traditional dress.  Running for three hours 
throughout the middle of the day, the school is transformed to showcase and celebrate the many 
diverse cultures represented at our very school. This enriches us all in every way. 

Along with the delicious food, entertainment was provided by dancers from the Solomon island 
and Rapa (Easter Island)  who held the student’s attention with their rhythms and audience 
interaction.  Teacher of Cuban dance Christina Monneron had students counting in Spanish 
and swinging their hips.  We were all wowed as always by the talented performances of the 
dance excellence classes and on the oval we had a Tug of War competition between the 8 House 
Groups which was a lot of fun for participants and spectators. 

I would like to thank everyone involved in the organisation before the event, the early setting 
up on the morning, the running of the event and cleaning up on the day and the enthusiasm 
of everyone who has ever supported the ongoing success of our annual multicultural day.  Last 
year marked the significant milestone of the 20th anniversary of the Multicultural celebrations 
that I have had the privilege to co-ordinate and I decided to pass on the organisational baton. 
Fortunately Mr Paul Clare our Italian language teacher stepped up and we have worked together 
to bring the 21st Multicultural Day to fruition.  I am so grateful for Paul’s commitment to 
continuing the event for many years to come.
  
I would like to thank all of the students who embraced the opportunities provided by running 
stalls, performing or assisting with organisation. It is a day in which we celebrate our diversity 
and I would like to send a massive thankyou to the staff who have always been so generous with 
their involvement and support, year after year. The joy for me is that it has become a valued 
annual event and an integral part of our school culture and a legacy that I will always be very 
proud of.  Thank you to everyone who has ever had any involvement and as a result made it 
possible for our school to produce this enjoyable event and long may it continue. 
Pamela Hall and with thanks to Paul Clare –  Multicultural Day Co-ordinators 
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Year Family Name   Preferred Name                    Subject Name                                                                                                                         
09 Nihot                     Ethan                                    Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Student of the Year                                         
09 Ready                     Rhiannon                   Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Student of the Year       
12 Eastman                     Cody                                    Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Student of the Year  
11 Lardner                     Ava                                    Ashmore Rotary All Rounder                                                      
07 Capra                     Lilly                                    Benowa Medal - Year 7                                                      
07 Hine                    Tamika                                    Benowa Medal - Year 7                                                      
07 Riley                    Tristin                                    Benowa Medal - Year 7                                                       
08 Jay                     Ruby                                    Benowa Medal - Year 8                                                      
08 MacDougal   Alexis                                    Benowa Medal - Year 8                                                       
09 Capra                     Isabelle                                    Benowa Medal - Year 9                                                       
 Holz                     Matt                                    Benowa S.H.S. Support Staff of the Year Award                    
 Evans                     Lauren                                    Benowa S.H.S. Teaching Excellence Award                    
12 Nimmo                     Riley                                    Brass Prize                                                                                       
12 Venz                     Kale                                    Caltex Allrounder Award                                                       
12 St Pierre                     Elise                                    Carmel Gomm-Wright - Striving and Caring Award  
12 Morris                     Portia                                    Choral Music Prize                                                                                                      
12 Quirke                     Jay                                    Cooke Family Memorial Award - Carpentry                                                 
11 Stevens                     Alisha                                    Darren Smith Memorial Award                                      
12 Zeng                     Guanghao                  Don Whitehouse - Personal Achievement Award                     
12 Tossmann   Marcus                                    Eileen Peters Trophy                                                         
12 Baldan-Vine   Harmony                  Elyse Tabet Memorial Performance Award                      
12 Lumsden                     Isaac                                    Gary Brown Award for Excellence in Year 12 Mathematics       
12 Morris                     Portia                                    Instrumental Music Award                                                                                    
12 Su                     Chong-Sue                  International Student Recognition Award                                                 
12 Elkhauly                     Salma                                    Ken Gilbert Trophy - Dux                                                              
12 Morris                     Portia                                    Limelight Award                                                                              
12 Morris                     Portia                                    Lyle Ferguson Trophy - Student of the Year                           
12 Nimmo                     Riley                                    M. J. Phillips Student Profile Award                                               
10 Williams                     Miah                                    Mark Rickard Award - Intercultural Contribution                                
07 Sheridan                     Clara                                    Mathematics Medallion - Year 07 
08 Booth                     Hana                                    Mathematics Medallion - Year 08                                                                 
09 Narain                     Josh                                    Mathematics Medallion - Year 09
10 Rajamohan   Mahesh                                    Mathematics Medallion - Year 10 
11 Kong                     John                                    Mathematics Medallion - Year 11 
12 Elkhauly                     Salma                                    Mathematics Medallion - Year 12 
12 Morris                     Portia                                    Percussion Prize 
12 Elkhauly                     Salma                                    Perfect 10 Award - VH10 
12 Tossmann   Marcus                                    Perfect 10 Award - VH10 
12 Zeng                    Guanghao                   Perfect 10 Award - VH10 
12 Hudson                    Blake                                     School Captain 
12 Morris                    Portia                                     School Captain 
12 Nimmo                    Riley                                     School Captain 
12 Wright                    Arianna                                     School Captain 
10 McMahon   Lilly                                     Senior Phase Year Coordinators ADF Long Tan Leadership and Teamwork Award - Year 10
12 Archer                    Joshua                                     Senior Phase Year Coordinators ADF Long Tan Leadership and Teamwork Award - Year 12 
8 Eldridge                    Zane                                     Sports Man of the Year 
12 Towse                    Ethan                                     Sports Man of the Year 
08 Heap                    Ashanti                                     Sports Woman of the Year 
10 Eldridge                    Tyra                                     Sports Woman of the Year 
08 Beljak                    Hope                                     Strings Prize                                                                                                         
11 Zaphiris                   Jonathan                                     Vocational Education - Most Promising Apprentice Award                                   
11 McFarline Hannah                                     Vocational Education - School Based Traineeship 
12 Bailey-Green Madeline                                     Vocational Education and Training - Diploma (Recognition of Achievement) 
12 Bennett-Brown Mitchell                                     Vocational Education and Training - Diploma (Recognition of Achievement) 
12 Binrong                   Zachary                                     Vocational Education and Training - Diploma (Recognition of Achievement)
12 Cary                   Niamh                                     Vocational Education and Training - Diploma (Recognition of Achievement)
12 De Vito                   Daniel                                     Vocational Education and Training - Diploma (Recognition of Achievement) 
12 Gimenez                   April                                     Vocational Education and Training - Diploma (Recognition of Achievement)
12 Hudson                   Blake                                     Vocational Education and Training - Diploma (Recognition of Achievement) 
12 Kljaic                   Natalia                                     Vocational Education and Training - Diploma (Recognition of Achievement) 
12 Lancaster                   Kimberley                   Vocational Education and Training - Diploma (Recognition of Achievement) 
12 Matkowski Dominik                                     Vocational Education and Training - Diploma (Recognition of Achievement) 
12 McCarthy Brenna                                     Vocational Education and Training - Diploma (Recognition of Achievement) 
12 Milne                   Jayden                                     Vocational Education and Training - Diploma (Recognition of Achievement) 
12 Milto                   Paula                                     Vocational Education and Training - Diploma (Recognition of Achievement) 
12 Papa                   Brooke                                     Vocational Education and Training - Diploma (Recognition of Achievement) 
12 Roche                   Daniel                                     Vocational Education and Training - Diploma (Recognition of Achievement) 
12 Syed                   Adnan                                     Vocational Education and Training - Diploma (Recognition of Achievement) 
12 Towse                   Ethan                                     Vocational Education and Training - Diploma (Recognition of Achievement) 
12 Weerasinghe Natalie                                     Vocational Education and Training - Diploma (Recognition of Achievement) 
12 Gregory                     Ducommun  Cecilia  Woodwind Prize 
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ITALY TRIP

REEF TRIP

When you travel overseas, one of the first questions asked is, “What was your favourite part?” 
Although a simple question, after visiting Italy for 15 days, the answer is much more complex. 
Our Top Seven 
1) The Colosseum - Rome: walking on the hard ground of the gladiators and running our hands 
along the scarred walls, we felt like we had gone back in time.
2) World War Tunnel - Sardegna: lit by hundreds of candles, we crept through the darkened tunnel 
built to shelter the city during invasion. We learnt of the private rooms for the rich to wait.
3) Poetta Beach - Sardegna: the smooth, thickened hot chocolate was the best option to warm up as 
we sat, soaking up the sun, on the beach.
4) Sardegna: we spent a hilarious and windy walk through the mud to find some very rare miniature 
horses.
5) Devil’s Bridge – Cividale del Friuli: the sunset from here was divine
6) Petrol Station – Austria: we were so excited to see the snow, we pulled over and had snowball 
fights!
7) Gondola Ride – Venice: the perfection of this city was best seen by boat, and we floated around 
feeling like celebrities.

Thank you to our wonderful group of students who were involved in the trip and to Mr Clare and 
Ms Bothma for tolerating the 100s of Queen Renditions in the bus. 
Griffith University Speech Competition
Congratulations to Soumya Murali in Year 9 for receiving a gold medal, Nishay Bhikha for receiving 
silver, also in Year 9. In Year 8 congratulations to Cecilia Yang for receiving gold and Alexis Mac-
dougal for receiving “highly commended”.
Italian Sister Schools
After spending our December 2019 with these schools, Convitto Paolo Diacono in Cividale del 
Friuli and Convitto Emanuele II in Sardegna visited us in July-August 2020. They experienced 
some Gold Coast highlights including: Jellurgal, Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary and Theme Parks.
Italian Teachers
Mr Clare and Mr Greffe have supported a large number of junior students in leaning the Italian 
language. We hope students continue to study this subject and, who knows, possibly join another 
school trip to Italy!

Reef Trip at Northwest Island returned safe and sound in the early hours of Thursday 
morning.  We were fortunate to have near perfect weather for the most part which al-
lowed the majority of the activities to take place. The year twelve students proved to be 
very capable in their camping skills and were really keen to snorkel each day and help out 
where possible. As always, many new life skills developed, some more than others! By the 
last days, each student camping group found their niche and really embraced the culture 
of Reef Trip. There was also a number of very talented students brave enough to entertain 
us with singing, dancing guitar tunes, and a new game invented by the lads, “box pong”, 
a game with a table tennis bat & ball, played in a small quadrant lined precisely by rope 
pegged into the sand. Very unique & fun!

A massive thank you to the staff that worked so hard to make this trip so successful. The 
staff comprised of AJ Presto, Sol Parten, Mark Warne, Helen Corbett, Adrian Comiskey, 
David Ramsey & Corrina McColl. Their efforts and passion ensured the legacy of Reef 
Trip continues and enabled another 52 students to have a trip of a lifetime. 

SKI TRIP

NASA TRIP
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The Senior Ski Trip departed on Saturday, 21st September after lunch (the 
1st week of the school holidays).  We were 40 students (a mix of Year 11 
and 12) and 8 staff strong.

About 20 hours later we were in the snow.  Students unloaded weary but 
happy to finally be at Smiggins.  Lessons in the afternoon burnt up any 
energy left.

We were blessed with a magic week.  The Resort in general was well cov-
ered but nature gave us all a treat with a day of falling snow Monday.  Our 
great luck continued for the rest of the week with Cool, sunny days.  Quite 
possibly one of the best snow years I can remember. The week wound up all 
too soon, happy but sadly we headed home.

My thanks to all who came along (especially my fellow staff who make my 
job so easy) and made the week so great.  I hope all your bumps and bruises 
heal quickly and you are back on the snow soon.

By Paul Bentley



Our house is named after Faith Bandler, 
an Australian civil rights activist and campaigner for 
the rights of indigenous Australians. Best known for 
her leadership in the campaign for the 1967 referen-
dum on Aboriginal Australians. Faith was awarded 
the Human Rights Medal in 1997 and received Aus-
tralia's highest honour, the Order of Australia, from 
the Governor General in 2009. 
Simply, she made a stand to defend the rights of oth-
ers….a gentle activist who changed a nation’s view. 

Just like Faith, in 2019 our House Council built on 
our sense of ‘who we are’ and ‘what we stand for’. I am 
confident a positive legacy has been left for others to 
follow as our current year 11 successors’ are under-
taking their own TIP Leader training.

We are always striving to do our best with academics, 
attendance, sports’ and helping others.
This year, our Bandler Dragons have improved our 
overall positions in the three sports carnivals through 
greater participation. 

We also raised funds for “Free 3D Hands” - a not-for-
profit charity which provides life-changing prosthetic 
hands and fingers for children and adults. To support 
this group we raised funds through a Multicultural 
Day BBQ run by our TIP leaders and house council.  

Thank you to House group teachers, teaching staff 
and non-teaching staff for all that you do continue to 
do in working with our students in our second year 
as a House.

And finally, to the terrific TIP team – Dawn, Kiran, 
Riley, Crystal, Jessica, Taylor, Josh, Phoebe, Tahira 
and Bella - thank you for your efforts transitioning 
the Year 7s into high school through the TIP pro-
gram, and your positive contributions to Bandler 
House over the past two years. I wish you all good 
health, happiness and prosperity. Take Care.

Kind Regards,
Mr Andrew Taylor
Head of Bandler House 
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The freakishly fabulous Florey students and staff at Beno-
wa State High School have had a year to remember! 2019 
has been an outstandingly successful for our house. Florey 
were winners of the Cross Country Carnival and the Ath-
letics Carnival and an honourable mention in the Swim-
ming Carnival. Their spirit, dedication and passion were 
consistently on display throughout these events. As Head 
of House you could say I am beyond proud! 

More important than winning, Florey students and staff 
consistently demonstrated a willingness to help and assist 
others and it is this trait that as a House we should also cel-
ebrate. Florey students participated in a myriad of activities 
throughout the year. The Year 7 TIP Day, run principally 
by TIP leaders, was a shining splashathon and the con-
nections made between the junior students and their Tip 
leaders was embedded for the year ahead. Florey students 
participated and gave their best in a number of extra-cur-
ricular activities such as Foodbank, Book Week, the Rock 
of Ages musical, Science and Maths Competitions just to 
name a few. 

A number of Florey students were also recipients of Cool to 
Be Kind Awards demonstrating a willingness to think and 
act in a selfless manner. The constant privilege of my role 
ensures that I see students continue to evolve and devel-
op as they make their way through the many pathways at 
Benowa State High School. Florey students and staff alike 
continue to demonstrate unending dedication, commit-
ment and a willingness to work for the benefit of others. 
This combination of attributes will no doubt leave a lasting 
legacy for Florey in the years ahead. A huge shout out to 
the wonderful Florey House Group teachers, the supreme-
ly supportive Heads of Houses, the fantastic Florey TIP 
leaders and the inspiring Florey House Council members.  

 look forward to assisting students in continuing to acceler-
ate and develop the culture of Florey House and in particu-
lar wish all the Year 12 students all the best in their future 
endeavours.

Kind Regards, 
Matt Anderson
Head of Florey House 
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“Hinkler Hinkler he’s our man, if he can do it – no-one 
can!”  Bert Hinkler, aviator, pioneer and inventor (1892-
1933) would certainly be proud of the way Hinkler House 
has soared this year.  Throughout 2019 the flying Pink Fla-
mingo, has continued to uphold our motto “The Sky’s the 
Limit!” with our amazing Hinkler Leaders and followers 
getting involved.

Headed up by our Captains, Ethan Towse and Kanata Kuri-
yama, TIP Leaders; Hudson Diviak, Salma Elkhauly, Blake 
Hudson, Jiwon Kang, Mattise Moquiuti, Oriyan Nadav, 
Shayna Shields, Brooklyn Stewart, Alice Owen and Riley 
Whiteside have been an amazing team of young adults 
ready and willing to go the extra mile in the spirit of Hin-
kler House.  The year 7 students were quickly welcomed 
into the fold, as part of the Inter Year Project and new long 
lasting bonds were forged.

2019 was another jam-packed year with incredible strength 
shown at the Swimming Carnival with Hinkler placing 2nd 
overall.  After a few false starts, the Cross Country saw some 
of our amazing Hinkler champions including, Blake Hud-
son and Riley Whiteside leave the pack behind. Another 
highlight was Mr Larkin’s Fantastic Inflatable Fun Day, a 
real treat, with waterslides, obstacle courses and beautiful 
weather making it and all round memorable event.  Fol-
lowing this, the Athletics Carnival was a colourful finale to 
our sporting events, with so many wonderful athletes and 
even better dress ups making this a highlight of the school 
year.

A big thank you to everyone for your generosity at Food 
Bank, Book Week and for your participation Hinkler He-
roes, not forgetting our first ever Cancer Council Fundrais-
er “Sticky Pink Bun Day” which was a sweet success.  So 
it is now we find ourselves looking to 2020 and all that it 
brings for Hinkler House.  I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank the Year 12 TIP leaders and the Hinkler 
House Council for their work throughout the year.  To the 
Year 12s, I wish you all the very best for the future and I 
will always remember and think of you fondly. Don’t cry 
because it is over, smile because it happened.

Kind Regards, 
Kylie Diviak
Head of HinklerHouse 
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Hollows House is named for Professor Fred Hollows who helped restore 
eyesight to thousands of people in Australia and overseas. Though he 
passed in 1993, he left behind a legacy of compassion, perseverance and 
altruism. This year, Hollows House students picked up where he left off 
as we worked to make a difference both within and outside the school. 
The students in Hollows House have left me nothing short of inspired this 
year.

I was inspired by the compassion shown by the House Captains, Connor 
McDonald and Chong-Sue Su, and our team of TIP leaders, as they wel-
comed the new Year 7 recruits to Hollows House. The effort they put into 
organising and facilitating weekly activities and ensuring the newbies felt 
welcome and supported was wonderful to see. This culminated in a day 
full of frantic inflatable fun as the Year 7s and TIP leaders slid, skid and 
splashed their way through a popup water park. Thank you to the TIP 
leaders for their help, and well done to the Year 7s for making it through 
their first year of High School.

I was inspired by the perseverance of the Hollows Owls as they ran, jumped 
and swam over the finish lines at the Swimming and Athletics Carnivals 
and got involved in a myriad of other events from Eisteddfods and Food 
Bank to the Musical and District Sport Competitions. Congratulations to 
all Hollows Owls who participated or placed in any or all of these events.

Above all, though, I was inspired by the altruism of not only Hollows 
House but ALL of the Benowa community as we raised money for the 
Fred Hollows Foundation. To that end, myself and three Hollows students 
– Alessia Hart, Daisy-mai Eastty and Dannielle Johnston – took part in 
Coastrek, which saw us walk 30km along the Sunshine Coastline over 7 
hours to raise funds and awareness for the Foundation. Although our feet 
were ready to fall off – and I’ve seen enough sand to last me a lifetime – it 
was wonderful to be a part of something bigger than ourselves and bigger 
than our school. Our fundraising efforts saw us raise a total of $2500, 
which is now sitting in the coffers of the Fred Hollows Foundation. This 
money will be used to cure the eyesight of up to 100 people. I am ex-
ceptionally grateful to everyone – students, teachers and parents – who 
helped make our fundraiser such a success.

For those of you graduating to the next phase of your life, all the very best 
for your future. For those of you joining us again, let’s make 2020 a year 
to remember. And for everyone reading this – student or teacher, parent 
or caregiver – I’ll leave you with a quote of Fred Hollows that reminds us 
of what is truly important: the basic attribute of mankind is to look after 
each other.

Kind Regards, 
Andy McKee
Head of Hollows House 
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2019 Laver Lions: legendary, living large, luminous and 
loving…I see these traits amongst the students and teach-
ers of our House every day! We are truly lucky to have such 
exceptional people among us as a school community. In 
particular, our Year 12 House Captains and Leaders have 
made a massive contribution to our future, welcoming the 
next generation of Laver champions with the Year 7 TIP 
program. Their endless energy and enthusiasm, willingness 
to help others, and embracing of House spirit set us up for 
a fantastic year.  

As a House, we draw inspiration from our patron, Rod La-
ver, widely considered as the greatest tennis player of all 
time; ‘Rocket’ Rod’s celebrated values include profession-
alism, commitment, determination, grace in defeat, and 
humility in victory. These values have helped guide us as a 
House through both success in the swim carnival and defeat 
on the sports field, but most importantly, Laver Students 
have individually represented at every level. I would like 
to congratulate all of our superstars for their outstanding 
success across a diverse array of fields including academia, 
sporting, arts, music, drama, and social and environmen-
tal justice. Events such as the musical Rock of Ages, Book 
Week, Fusions Art Exhibition and numerous charitable 
drives including Foodbank demonstrate the depth of talent 
and generosity our Students embody and inspire in others. 

I wish to thank all of the amazing Students and Staff who 
have contributed so strongly and selflessly to every aspect 
of our House throughout this year, especially our eight ex-
cellent Year 12 Leaders, eleven superb Councillors, and ten 
incredible House Group Teachers – you are the embodi-
ment of our motto “Dream, Believe, Achieve”. It is my great 
honour and privilege to serve as Laver’s Head of House, 
and I anticipate a bright future for our amazing Laver Lions 
as we build on this year’s achievements. To our graduating 
Class of 2019, we wish you all life’s best for your future 
success!   

Kind Regards,
Adrian Comisky
Head of Laver House 
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2019 has been a year of consolidating our new House system and build-
ing on our house culture. Murdoch House has had an awesome year 
participating in all the school sporting events. The Swimming Carnival 
was the first event for the year and was held at the Southport Pool. The 
day was a bit cloudy with a little drizzle but this did not perturb us. The 
favourite event of the day was the house relay where all students had the 
opportunity to compete. Everyone came down on pool deck and the stu-
dents just kept coming to swim. The winner of this event was the House 
with the most participation and so this event encouraged students to 
jump in and have a go. They loved it.

The cross country was foiled by poor weather and was postponed a cou-
ple of times. It was run at school on an alternative course and Florey was 
victorious in winning the day. The weather was amazing and we had a 
lovely afternoon on the oval cheering on the Murdoch students and oth-
er houses competing.
Griffith University was once again the venue for our Athletics. It was 
an awesome day the students dressed up and got into the house spirit. 
The colour green was well represented and the students had a lot of fun 
participating in all the events. This year we had a huge improvement in 
attendance and participation at the carnival. This is such a positive for 
our school community and house spirit.

TIP Day for the year 7s was so much fun, the students had a great day 
on the oval slipping and sliding on the water slides and crawling through 
the commando obstacle courses with the Murdoch TIP leaders. This day 
helps build confidence and team work with each other and the TIP lead-
ers from year 12.

Murdoch was involved in running the Food Bank food drive at Benowa. 
All the Houses contributed donations of Food and this food was given 
to Set Free a local group who provide over 8000 meals to local families 
in need. We donated an amazing 1.8 tonnes of food which we are very 
proud of and will continue to support Food Bank into the future as a 
very worthwhile cause.

Book Week, Rock of Ages, Science, Maths, and Language Competitions, 
Mental Health Week, Multicultural Day, Music Eisteddfod are just a few 
of the activities Murdoch have been involved in this year. All of these 
great events are a testament to the opportunities that our student body 
can access and participate in for their House. It has been a great year 
and I have thoroughly enjoyed working with my Murdoch Leaders and 
Murdoch students and supporting them in my role as Head of House.

Kind Regards,
Mandy Howden
Head of Murdoch House 
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What an amazing year it has been for Wright House. I am very proud of the 
students that we have in this house as they continue to lead by example. The 
students have once again demonstrated that they are able to reflect the school’s 
values of diligence, compassion, respect and integrity and it is why they have 
become such a strong force within the eight houses.  

Our TIP leaders played a huge role in being the driving force that was our 
house spirit this year. But it was their ability to connect with our new cohort 
of year 7s that truly allowed our team spirit to shine. All of our leaders brought 
with them their own schooling experiences and their quirky personalities 
and were able to really create a strong bond with each of their groups. This 
is something that I am beyond proud of. It is because of these newly formed 
relationships that the year 7s were truly driving the team spirit entering into 
events that they might not normally do because they wanted to support their 
house. TIP day was an absolute success with laughter and of course a slight 
competitive streak from the Wright students which added to the fun of the 
day. I am consistently inspired by the Wright House as it continues to strive to 
be not just a ‘house’ but a unit that supports and encourages each and every 
member (teacher or student alike) and it is with that belief of respect and ‘have 
a go’ mentality that we have exuded such excellence in combining forces and 
standing strong as a House.

The students truly outdid themselves in dressing up for both the swimming 
and athletics carnival and stepping outside their comfort zone to do their part 
for the team. There was a roaring cheer when they discovered that they had 
won the Swimming Carnival and a gasp when they learnt that they’d been 
pipped a close second at Athletics Carnival. Knowing these students and their 
determination and team work, I’m excited to see what they can do for 2020!

The highlight of the year though was Wright’s fundraising efforts for two ma-
jor charities within The Cancer Council: The Relay for Life and Daffodil Day. 
A strong team of 20 students and staff represented Benowa at the Southcoast 
Region Relay for Life at Miami SHS. We surpassed our goal of $500 and fin-
ished with $797! Not bad for a significant shorter time frame than most of the 
teams. Thank you to the staff that were not registered with the team, but came 
down to walk a few laps with us anyway. We had a truly incredible bunch of 
kids that were inclusive of one another, got involved in all the activities that 
were run on the day and didn’t stop walking until they had to leave. A few of 
them achieved over a 100 laps!! There was live entertainment and the can-
dlelight remembrance ceremony was beautiful. The event had such a warm 
and friendly atmosphere it was hard not to smile and truly be present in the 
moment. The 2019 team has decided that from here we can build upon our 
presence at this event. Finally, the Wright House organised an onsite fundrais-
er for Daffodil day. It is these events in particular, where not just the rest of 
the school, but the community that is able to see the type of students we have 
in our house. 

Thank you to the teachers in our house who always promote our carnivals, 
fundraisers and in-house competitions for attendance. Thank you each and 
every TIP leader that fostered positive relationships and stepped outside 
their own comfort zones. To the year 7s, 8s and 9s that threw themselves into 
everything they did. To the year 10s, 11s and 12s that even though you might 
think it might be dorky, still jumped on board to make this year such a great 
one. I value the Wright House more than I can express on paper and for that 
I say thank you.

Kind Regards,
Alexandria Armour
Head of Wright House 
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Wake House has had a very busy year participating in all 
the school sporting events. The Swimming Carnival was 
the first event for the year and was held at the Southport 
Pool. The favourite event of the day was the house relay 
where all students had the opportunity to compete. 

The cross country was our next big event. It was run at 
school on an alternative course and Florey was victorious 
in winning this day. 

Griffith University was once again the venue for our Ath-
letics Carnival. It was a perfect Winter’s day. The students 
dressed up in themed outfits and their House colours. 
Flashes of aqua were seen in the stands and on the field. 
Unfortunately we did not win this event but our participa-
tion and team spirit has definitely improved this year.

The annual TIP Day for the Year 7s and the Year 12 TIP 
leaders was a huge success. The students had a lot of fun 
on the oval slipping and sliding on the water slides and 
completing challenging commando style obstacle courses. 

In 2019, Wake House were the winners of the Food Bank 
food drive at Benowa. Our house collectively donated the 
most bags of food for this wonderful local association. All 
the Houses contributed donations of Food and this food 
was given to Set Free a local group who provide over 8000 
meals to local families in need. We donated an amazing 
1.8 tonnes of food which we are very proud of and will 
continue to support Food Bank into the future as a very 
worthwhile cause.

Book Week, Rock of Ages, Science, Maths, and Language 
Competitions, Mental Health Week, Multicultural Day, 
Music Eisteddfod are just a few of the activities that Wake 
students have been involved in this year. 

All of these diverse events give our students the opportuni-
ty to participate and build team spirit for our House. It has 
been a great year and I have thoroughly enjoyed working 
with the leaders of Wake House, the House Group 
Teachers and all of the students.

Kind Regards,
Deanne Thorsborne
Head of Wake House 

WAKE HOUSE

28 Benowa SHS



30 Benowa SHS 31 Benowa SHS

FORMAL 
2019


